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office; and on the 21st of January, 1846, the mem- 
orialist was restored to his former rank and emol- 
uments. During the interval from July, 8, 1845, 
to 2ist January, 1846, he continued in the public 
employment, but by an oversight in the act which 
restored his office, he is unable to draw pay for 
that period without a special act. The amount 
was $1,020 14, to which he is justly entitled; and 
the committee concur with the War Department 
in recommending that justice be done in this case 
to a gallant and meritorious officer by the passage 
of a special law for his relief. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. It was subsequently read a third time 
and passed. 


W. K. AND APHIA JENNINGS. 
The bill for the relief of W. K. and Aphia Jen- 


nings was read a second time, and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider it, as in Committee of the 
Whole. It directs the Secretary of State to pay 
to W. K. Jennings and Aphia Jennings, in the 
State of Virginia, the sum of $1,120, being the 
assessed value of four slaves carried off by the 
British forces in the month of June, 1814,—being 
the legal representatives of William Bean, de- 
ceased, who was the representative of Sarah Ull- 
mer, his sister, who died in his lifetime, and who 
had lost three slaves, Esther, and two children, 
the said Bean having lost a negro man named 
Sam,—if there be so much remaining of the sum 
of $1,200,409 60, paid by Great Britain to indem- 
nify the United States for slaves and other pro- 
perty carried off by Great Britain during the war, 
and which the United States accepted in full sat- 
isfaction of the same. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. It was subsequently read a third 
time and passed. 

ANDREW SMITH. 

The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the 
Whole, to consider House bill entitled ** An act 
for the relief of Andrew Smith,’’ which was re- 

orted from the Committee on the Post Office and 

ost Roads without amendment. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to pay to Andrew Smith, of Campbellton, in 
Georgia, $100, in satisfaction for two Treasury 
notes, specially indorsed to his order, and alleged 
to have been abstracted from the mail between 
Hamburg, Mississippi, and Campbellton, Geor- 
gia, each for $50, on his producing satisfactory 
evidence to the Secretary that they were so in- 
dorsed and mailed to him, and abstracted as afore- 
said, and paid under a forged order of the said 
Smith. 

Mr. BAYARD. I perceive that the report 
made by the committee in that case is adverse, 
and I therefore move that the bill be indefinitely 
postponed. I take it for granted that the Senator 
from Texas [Mr. Rusk] would not have made an 
adverse report, unless it was absolutely neces- 
sary. 

The motion was agreed to, and the bill was in- 
definitely postponed. 


JOHN A. BRYAN. 


The joint resolution for the relief of John A. 
Dryan, was read a second time, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider it as in Committee of the 

hole. It proposes to require the Secretary of 
War to receive proof of the number of days that 
John A. Bryan was engaged in the discharge of the 
duties of a commissioner, to make and carry into 
effect the treaty with the Wyandot Indians, he be- 
ing appointed commissioner for the purpose afore- 
said, by the os War, onthe 19thof April, 
1836, and pay said Bryan at the rate of eight dol- 
lars per day, for the time so engaged, out of an 
moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated, deducting therefrom any amount which he 
may have heretofore received for said service. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Sen- 
ate without amendment, ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, and, being read a third time, 
was passed. 
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ELISHA W. B. MOODY. 

The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the 
W hole, to consider the bill to reimburse to Elisha 
W. B. Moody moneys paid by him as owner of 
the British bark Sarah in the rescue of the passen 
gers and crew of the American ship Caleb Grim- 
shaw. It proposes to direct the Secretary of the 
Treasury to audit and pay to Elisha W. B. Moody, 
on having satisfactory proof that he was the owner 
of the British bark Sarah, such sums of money 
as he paid for disbursements in or about the rescue 
of the passengers and crew of the American ship 
Caleb Grimshaw, which took fire at sea in 1845, 
and in carrying them to New York, together with 
damages which he actually sustained as owner by 
reason of his performing that humane act, to be 
shown to the satisfaction of the said Secretary, 
and not to exceed $5,000. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. It was subsequently read 
time and passed. 


ORANGE AND ALEXANDRIA RAILROAD. 


The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the 
Whole, to consider the bill for the relief of the 
Orange and Alexandria Railroad Company. It 
proposes to direct the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay to said railroad company, assignees of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, $120,000 in full of 
money advanced by the said Commonwealth to 
the Government of the United States in erecting 
public buildings in the District of Columbia, in 
pursuance of an act of the General Assembly of 
the said Commonwealth, approved 27th Decem- 
ber, 1790. 

The following amendment was formerly sub- 
mitted by Mr. BRODHEAD. To add two 
ditional sections to the bill: 


Sec. 


ad- 


2. And be it further enacted, That the said Secre 
tary be further directed to pay to the State of Maryland, out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
$72,000, in full for money advanced by the said State to the 
United States for the same purpose mentioned in the fore 
going section, in pursuance of an act of said State, entitled 
** An act concerning the District of Columbia and the city 
of Washington,’ approved December 19, 1791, and the res 
olutions of their Assembly of the previous session 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury be directed to pay, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to the treasurer of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, for the use of the said 
Commonwealth, the sum of $100,000, in full compensation 
for fitting up, for the use and occupation by Congress and 
the public officers, of the public buildings in the city of 
Philadelphia, then belonging to the said Commonwealth 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope this will be passed 
over. I shall have something to say upon it when 
it comes up. 


The bill was accordingly passed over 
MARIA TAYLOR. 


The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the 
Whole, to the consideration of the bill for the re- 
lief of Maria Taylor, reported from the Commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims. It proposes to enact 
that Mrs. Maria Taylor, wife of William R. Tay- 
lor, of the parish of Ascension, State of Louisiana, 
claiming in her own right a certain tract of land 
in that parish, near its upper limits, on the left 
bank of the river Mississippi, containing eleven 
and a half arpents by forty in depth, bounded 
above by the land of the late Jean oaks Parent, 
and below by that of the late Pierre Prospere, 
together with the land immediately adjacent to and 
back of the said tract, containing twelve arpents 
front by forty additional in depth, with such di- 
verging of the lateral lines as to embrace an area 
of five hundred acres, be confirmed in the title 
thereto: Provided, That this act shall only be con- 
strued as a relinquishment of the Government of 
all claim to the said tract of land: 4nd provided, 
also, That it shall not operate against the claim of 

| any other person to the said tract of land. 

The report of the Committee on Private Land 
| Claims was read, from which it appears that the 
| petitioner states that she is the lawful owner and 
| proprietor of a certain plantation situated in the 


| parish of Ascension, State of Louisiana, near its 


upper limits, on the left bank of the Mississippi 
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evidence thereof being furnished by the said Tay 
lor to the accounting officers. ~ 

The bill was reported to 
amendment, and ordered to 
third reading It was 


time and passed 
JOHN J. SYKES. 
The bill for the relief of John J 
a second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. It proposes to direct the Postmaster 
General to cause to be paid to John J. Sykes, or 
his legal representatives, such sum of money as 
may appear to be due to him for services rendered 


sequently 


“SVyKeCS WAST ead 


and disbursements made by him, as assistant mail 


agent in California, from October 19th, 1850, to 
December 25th of the same year, on the produc 
tion of satisfactory vouchers, showing that such 


| services were actually rendered and disbursements 


made 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
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amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. It was subsequently read a third 
time and passed. 


WADE ALLEN. 


The bill for the relief of Wade Allen was read 
a second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. {[t proposes to direct the Postmaster 
General to adjust and settle the claim of Wade 
Allen, deceased, for extra services performed as 
contractor under the firm of Allen & Kitchen, in 
transporting the mail from Montgomery to Mo- 
bile, in the State of Alabama, during the years 
1844 and 1845, and to allow and pay to the legal 
representatives of Wade Allen a just and legal 
compensation for the extra services performed by 
him in carrying the mails one month in each of 
those years over that route on a different schedule, 
and in a less time than he was required to do by 
his contract; that compensation to be estimated by 
reference to the original contract and the special 
contract, if any such shall be proved to have been 
made in relation to the performance of such extra 
services. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. It was subsequently read a third 
time, and passed. 


WILLIAM P. S. SANGER. 

The bill for the relief of William P. S. Sanger 
was read a second time, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. It proposes to direct the 
propet .ccounting officers of the Treasury to pay 
to William P.S. Sanger the same rate of com- 
pensation for the time he was employed as engi- 
neer at the Norfolk navy-yard, as was allowed by 
the act of Congress, approved September Q8th, 
1850, to James Heron, for services which he had 
rendered at the Pensacola navy-yard. 

Mr. BAYARD. 1 ask for the reading of the 
report in that case. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Brigur in 
the chair.) There is no report. 

Mr. GWIN. There is no report, but there is 
a letter from the Navy Department which I ask 
may be read. 

The Secretary accordingly read a letter from the 
Chief of the Bureau of Yards and Docks, stating 
that Mr. Sanger performed the services referred 
to; that he performed them to the satisfaction of 
the Bureau, and that he asks merely the same 
allowance as was made by Congress to the civil 
engineers at the New York and Pensacola navy- 
yards for similar services, and the Bureau recom- 
mend the allowance of the claim. 

Mr. WALKER. I wish the Senate to under- 
stand that this is one of a class of cases where it 
is proposed to allow compensation to an officer 
because he happened to perform duty. 

Mr.GWIN. Additional duty. 

Mr. WALKER. Itisadditional compensation 
for performing duty. 

Mr.GWIN. Additional compensation for per- 
forming additional duty. 

Mr. WALKER. This person was required to 
perform duties as civil engineer at the Norfolk 
navy-yard. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator object to the consideration of the bill? 

Mr. WALKER. No, sir. I wish simply to 
remind the Senate of what they are doing. I do 
not wish to see a principle established by which 
we are to pay additional compensation to every 
man in office who happens to perform some duty. 

Mr. FELCH. 1 would like to inquire of the 
chairman of the committee who reported this bill, 
whether any compensation was ever before given 
for these services ? 

Mr. GWIiN. If the gentleman had attended to 
the reading of the letter from the Chief of the Bu- 
reau of Yards and Docks, he would have seen that 
the proposition is to give to this officer precisely 
the same compensation which was given to officers 
at New York and Pensacola for services like those 
performed by Mr. Sanger. This is the third in- 
stance of the kind; and Mr. Sanger is the only 
officer who has not been paid additional compen- 
sation for those additional services. 

Mr. FELCH. The Senator does not under- 
stand my inquiry. I wish to know whether any 
bill ever passed before providing for the payment 
of this individual for these services? 


Mr. GWIN. No, sir. 


Mr. FELCH. I find that two bills have been 
passed for the relief of William P.S. Sanger. I 
do not know whether it is the same individual or 
not. My inquiry is whether those bills were 

assed providing compensation for the same ser- 
vices. I think it would be better to let the subject 
lie over in order to examine it. 

Mr. PEARCE. ‘This bill is for an entirely dif- 
ferent purpose from the bills referred to by the 
Senator from Michigan. ‘Those bills were passed 
for the relief of Messrs. Sanger & De la Roche. 

Mr. GWIN. This gentleman is one cf the most 
worthy officers in the employment of the Govern- 
ment. I have examined this claim very thorough- 
ly, and I was at first under the impression that the 
Naval Committee had accompanied the bill with 
a report. At any rate, the committee unani- 
mously recommend the passage of the bill. ‘They 
believed he was entitled to the additional compen- 
sation, as other officers who performed similar 
services had received it. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. It was subsequently read a third 
time and passed. 

WILLIAM G. WILLIAMS. 

he bill for the reliefof the legal representatives 
aptain William G. Williams was read a sec- 
ond time and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It proposes to authorize the proper ac- 
counting officers of the Treasury to adjust and 
settle the accounts of the late Captain William G. 
Williams, of the Corps of Topographical Engi- 
neers, and to allow the amount of certain vouch- 
ers alleged to have been lost in consequence of 
Captain Williams having been killed in the battle 
of Monterey; not exceeding $300, the balance 
appearing against him; and that the three months’ 
extra pay allowed by the act of July, 1848, be 
aid to the widow or orphan children of said Wil- 
lams. 

Mr. PRATT. I propose to amend the bill by 
adding at the end of it these words: ** out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to, the bill was re- 
ported to the Senate as amended, the amendment 


ry 
i 
of C 


was concurred in, and the bill was ordered to be | 
engrossed for a third reading. [t was subsequent- || 


ly read a third time and passed. 
FRANCIS B. STOCKTON. 


The bill for the relief of Francis B. Stockton 
was read a second time and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. It proposes to direct the 
proper accounting officer to pay to Francis B. 
Stockton, a purserin the United States Navy, the 
sum of $67 57, being the amount of losses sus- 
tained by him by reason of making his deposits 
of public moneys in the Phenix Bank of Charles- 
town, Massachusetts. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. It was subsequently read a third 
time and pass 






WALTER COLTON. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Walter Colton was read a second time and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro- 
poses to direct the Secretary of the Treasury to 
pay to the legal representatives of the late Walter 
Colton, the sum of $7,865 33, being the amount 
deposited by him in the Treasury of the United 


States, above the net amount for which the prize | 


ship Admittance was purchased by his agent. 
Mr. GWIN objected to the consideration of the 
bill; and it was passed over. 
Mr. HAMLIN subsequently rose and said: 


' The Senator from California a short time ago, 


when the bill for the relief of the legal representa- 


| tives of Walter Colton was under consideration, 


interposed an objection, and it was passed over. 
He has consented to withdraw his objection, and 
has requested me to call up the bill. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. DAVIS. That bill led to a pretty sharp 
discussion last year. The Senator from Maine, 
[Mr. Brapsury,] who reported it from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, is not here; and I think 
perhaps it would be better to pass it over. 

Mr.SHIELDS. The principal opposition made 
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| as in Committee of the Whole. 






July 16, 


Afterwards, upon a thorough investigation of the 
question, | felt that I had not understood it at the 
time I objected to it; and I determined that if it 
ever came up again, I should net make any op- 
position to it. I saw Mr. Colton, after | opposed 
the bill. He called upon me, and laid his papers 
before me, and I went through an examination of 
them. Heis now dead; and the bill now provides 
for paying the amount to his legal representatives. 
I make this statement, because I reeollect that 
formerly | opposed the claim very violently; and 
afterwards, upon a thorough examination of it, I 
felt that it was a just one. 

Mr. DAVIS. I did not make the objection on 
my own account. I do not know that I have any 
opinion about the bill. I recollected that there 
were gentlemen who opposed the claim, and I 
wished to state that fact. I withdraw any objec- 
tion which I have made to the bill, if other gen- 
tlemen are satisfied. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. It was subsequently read a third 
time and passed. 


WILLIAM GRAYSON. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER announced that 
the next bill upon the Calendar was one for the 
relief of the heirs of Colonel William Grayson. 

Mr. UPHAM. There is some dispute about 
that bill, and I ask that it may be passed over. 

It was passed over. 

ANN C. BELKNAP. 

The bill granting a pension to Mrs. Ann C. 
3elknap was read a second time and considered 
It proposes to 
require the Secretary of the Interior to place the 
name of Mrs. Ann C. Belknap, widow of the late 
Brigadier William G. Belknap, on the list of pen- 
sioners, and pay her a pension per month at the 
rate of half the monthly pay to which her late 
husband was entitled at the time of his death; the 
pension to commenceon the Ist of January, 1852; 
and to continue during her widowhood. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

It was subsequently read a third time and 
passed. 


SANTIAGO E. ARGUELLO. 

The bill for the relief of Santiago E. Arguello 
was read a second time and considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. It proposes to direct 
the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to Santiago 
E. Arguello, late a captain in the California bat- 
talion, the sum of $11,548 for losses of property 
sustained by him during the period of said ser- 
vice, and in consequence thereof, 

Mr. HALE called for the reading of the report, 
and it was accordingly read. From the report it 
appears that Captain Arguello was a wealthy and 


| influential inhabitant of California, residing in the 


| vicinity of San’ Diego. 


On the invasion of the 
country during the Mexican war, and on the ap- 
pearance of the proclamation of Commodore 
Stockton, then in command of that division of 
the American forces, Arguello placed himself at 
the head of a company raised through his influ- 


/ence and exertions, and immediately joined the 


United States forces, and fought with distinguished 
bravery upon several occasions under the com- 
mand of Commodore Stockton, who fully attests 
his gallantry and the importance of his services. 
On November 25, 1846, he was appointed by Com- 
modore Stockton a captain of riflemen in the Cal- 
ifornia battalion, and on January 16, a member 
of the legislative council of the Territory. In 
consequence of his attachment to the cause of the 
United States, and the zeal and activity which he 
manifested in their service, his rancho was ravaged 
and laid waste, his buildings burned, and his cat- 
tle and other movable effects taken away by the 
enemy, by which he appears to have been re- 
duced from competency and wealth to penury and 
dependence. The commissioner appointed by H. 
Fitch, esq , Alcalde of San Diego, to examine and 
report upon the losses of Arguello, stated under 
oath, after a personal examination, that the per- 
sonal property thus destroyed by the enem 

amounted, at the lowest value, to $14,888. The 
committee reduced some of the items so as to al- 
low but $11,548, and consider that sum justly due 
to Captain Arguello. Accompanying the report 


to this bill, on a former occasion, was by myself. || are some letters of Commodore Stockton, showing 
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his appreciation of the services of Captain Ar- 


The report refers to a case in 1818, where 
a report was made by a committee of the House 
of Representatives in favor of aclaimof the same 
» The Senate Committee on Claims in the 


session of the 


guello. 


nature. 
eec nd : 
adopted the same principle in their report on the 


Twentv-first Concress 


ease of John Daly, a Canadian refugee, and on 

that report a bill was passed granting to John 

Daly 65,000 for . 

rendered to the A rmy of the U nited States in Can- 
} 


supplies furnished and assistance 


ada. 

Mr. DAWSON. The principle involved in this 
bill is one which | have not considered. It would 
eem, from the report, that there h ive been some 
cases prior to this, in which the Government 
has adopted a similar principle. I do net know 
whether, on examination, it would turn out that 


the cases involved the same principle. Suppose 
an enemy were to enter our country, and one of 
our citizens should join him, and thus become a 
traitor to his own country, and take up the cause 
of those who are invading us, are we to place him 
in a condition where he could, with equity and 


justice, require a foreign Government to pay him 


for anv | ysses occ isioned by his course towards 
this Government? I am not pr “l to adopt 





this principle, nor ean I consider it correct in 
’ nT : » 

morals. When we invade a foreign country, and 

one of their citizens joins us, and then claims the 

protection of this Government against his own 


yeople, for confiscating his own goods, ought we 
o remunerate him? 
this transaction. 
Now, sir, I maintain that 
Mexico, during the whole 


t That is the whole amount of 
the Government of 
time that the war was 
going on, had a right to confiscate the property of 
this man, if he was one of their citizens, and de- 
serted their standard, and took sides against his 
own country. Ido not think we are bound, by 
any consideration of natural law, national law, or 
1 I do not 
I hope the 


of morals, to interpose and protect him. 
desire to go into the discussion now. 
bill may be passed over for the present. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. One word before the bill 
is passed over. The Government of the United 
States had the benefit of this man’s services: his 

rroperty was destroyed in consequence of his at- 

achment to our cause; and if the honorable Sen- 
ator from Georgia will listen to the letter of Com- 
modore Stockton, I think he will withdraw his 
objection. 

Mr. BAYARD. I suppose the bill will have to 
be passed over; but I would ask the Senator from 
Georgia to look into the facts of the case. I think 
the case is one of great merit; indeed, I think the 
sum recommended by the committee is less than 
oucht to be allowed. 

Mr. DAWSON. I do not know that, upon 
examination, I shall be opposed to the claim. At 
present 1 am disposed unfavorably towards it; 
but I should like to have an opportunity of ex- 
amining it, and ascertaining whether this principle 
has ever been recognized by the Government be- 
fore. 

Mr. GWIN. This gentleman is one of my 
constituents, and I will say a word in regard to 
him, as the remarks of the Senator from Georgia 
may be misunderstood. The Senator says that 
this man turned traitorto hisowncountry. Why. 
sir, the people in California then were ina state of 
revolution. The Californians were fichting azainst 
the Mexican Government, and were revolution- 
izing the Government. In the midst of this revo- 
lution the proclamation of war reached California, 
and the United States took possession of the coun- 
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try. This individual, because he was prominent 
in opposition to the Mexican Government, inde- 
pendent of our contest, was punished by the de- 
struction of his property. It is one of the most 
meritorious claims ever brought before the Con- 
gress of the United States. 

Mr. SEWARD. I feel bound to move that 
this bill lie over till next Friday. 

Mr. DAWSON. If the report had presented 
the facts as set forth by the Senator from Califor- 
nia, the case would have been different, but there is 
nothing in the report about an existing revolution. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. If the gentleman had list- 
ened to the letter of Commodore Stockton, he 
would have seen what were the facts. 

Mr. DAWSON and Mr. HALE. Let the bill 
lie over. 

The bill was passed over. 
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JACOB BANTA. 
The bill to enable J 
revolutionary bounty land certificates was col 


. > ’ bm * . 
i 1) pbanta to Alt vo 


ered as in Committee of the Whole. It prepos: 
to authorize Ja ‘ob Banta to enter and locate one 
hundred and sixty acres of land in any land dis 
trict in Illinois or lowa, on any lands subject to 
private entry, at the minimum price, u 
senting and surrenderi at such office re’ 
ary bounty land certificates, 1 red 3,173 
3,182, issued under the t of Coneress of May 
0th, 1830. 
The | was report ) S 
amendment and ordered to be rossed 
third reading 
HENRY C. MILLER AND OTHERS. 
The bill for the relief of Henry C. M my 
W. Thompson, and Jesse B. Turley, w 
second time and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. It proposes to authorize the Supe 
intendent of Indian Affairs at St. Louis,M 
to receive proof as to and inquire into 
tity and value of oxen and other property 
from Henry C. Miller, Philip Thompson, 
Jesse B. Turley by the Osages or other tribes of 
Indians, in the month of June, 1847, while ty 
ing from the State of Missouri to Santa Fé; 
if the Superintendent shall find that the Osage Ol 
other Indians receiving annuities from the | | 
States, forcibly took said oxen from M ° 
Thompson, and Turley, then the Su 
is required to retain from the uities o 
dians an amount suflicient to indemnify M : 
Thompson, and Turley for the loss of their } 
erty. It further provides, that if it 
from the proof before the ‘> ce 
depredations were committed by | 
celving annuities trom tne (t ted States, if 
be the duty of the Superintendent of I 
to report his proceedi : 
evidence and proof in the case, to the C 
sioner of Indian Affairs, torether 
ion as to the value of the prop rtyv,. } orde! 
the same may be paid out of the Trea 
United States; and that in the examinatio 
claim the Superintendent shall proceed y 
to the provisions of the ‘© Act rerulat o t) le | 
intercourse with the Indi tribes and to pre 
peace on the frontiers,”’ approved June 30, L834 
Mr. ADAMS. I ask that the bill m bye 
p ssed over, as | intend to disci t. 
The bill was accordingly } ed ove! 


ISAAC ADAMS. 
The bill for the relief of Isaac Adams was read 


a second time. It proposes to enact that tl 
ters-patent granted to Isaac Adams on the 14th of 
October, 1830, for a new and useful im; 


in the printing machine, called the ‘* pow: 

ing-press,’’ and also the letters-patent rrante to 
Isaac Adams on the 2d of March, 1836, for add 
tional improvements in the power printing-press 
be extended for the period of fourteen ye 

Mr. ADAMS. I am OF nosed to a the se Dl 
I intend to makea reneral speech on the subject 
of the extension of patents. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER 
rise to discussion will be passec 

GEORGE DENNETT. 

The bill for the relief of George Dennett, of 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, was read a second 
time and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay to George Dennett the sum of $75 in full 
for services performed by him in bringing up ar- 


} 
i! 

| 
I 


The bill civ 


' rearages of business in the naval office, at Ports- 


mouth, New Hampshire, at a time when there 
was no naval officer. 

Mr. BAYARD. I shall object to that bill. It 
appears to me, as far as | can judge from reading 
the report, that it is a case in which the party ac- 
cepted the situation of naval officer, and an attempt 
is made to give him extra compensation, because 
the books of the office had not been brought up for 
about three months anterior to the appointment. 
I shall certainly object to this claim, and I ask that 
it may be passed over. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I hope the Senator will allow 
the report to be read. 

Mr. BAYARD. Ihave no objection to hearing 
the report read. 

At the request of Mr. Hamu the report of the 
Committee on Commerce was read, from which it 


Isti 


that George Dennett was appointed nava 
er { 1e t Portsmouth, New Hamp 

' that he k e oath prescribed by law, 

rund entered on t discharge of his official duties 
on the 13 hot M ‘ 1849: that ti e office of nav al 
officer was \ t f m the 18th of December, 
Ls3e, to the 13th ef March, 1889; that it therefore 
me Mr. D ' ng up the arrea 
res of busine rt >» thre hee was vacant, 
for which ! t | » cOMpensalion In pur 
s t e | > Secretary 
ie ‘Treas 7 . eta that, inthe opinion 
of the co tee, Mr. Dennett tiy and equ 
tably entitled to cor t service, the 
‘ tThhi re 1 t ‘ 
i PRESIDING GFFICER Does che Sen 
rr iftrom DD MA draw ‘ 
Mr. BAYARD N aj uniy o 
e the bill w n It ‘ = ft 
t { Ww sed \ riy 
l wa ove 
HEIRS OF JAMES BELL. 

The to amend é d **An act 

relief ft of J f Bell, decease ’ 
wa id 1 Sé ‘ ca ‘ 

mittee of the W i 
tn Ovi rf - to ¢ t t 
of James Bell, ’ approved June 30, 1] 
8 is é { \ i 
h or é ve f am 
{ i due to ! I era ul 
: uct of 183 
é r é i ound t 
due « ‘ ed in the ma r pr 
a it tot re re 
J | 
M BAYA i l, | f 
re d I | ver ‘ ) 
t ite! i dé ‘ | ’) | é »f 
\\ ! nary i” | t 
{ Vs Lil ¢ { f 
‘I he \ | 1 over 
JOHN MOORE WHITE 

The bi roa Moore W 
\ ! j | ind { de | l 
( in W It 7 ‘ 

f ~ ‘ the I're DAY J ’ 
Mo W I e. | heir of | 
Wh rmy e Revol ; 
\ yw ( itt ot Ger iantowl! ‘ 
seven vé \ Ww 1 Major White, had 
he not died, w i ive been ¢ ed by a resolve 
of Con . iA 1, 1780 the 

h intere the vould 1 du ‘ 
é ‘ ‘ d é Ve ha 1% d 
been issued under tl er on of the fund 

1 no payment de there 

Mr. ADAMS I desire to dis« this bill. 

Mr. MILLER I ve the Senator will allow 
the bill to be e sidered now 

Mr. ADAMS. | e intere tricken o | 
shall not discus the . I merely propose to 
discuss the question of rwance of interest 

Mr. MILLI R. | ve noo ection to amen 
ments being offered and acted upon; but I will 
tate that this old gentleman 1s over eighty years 
of ave, is very poor,and blind, and this bill, to be 
of anv service to him, shou d be passed immed) 
ately. 

Mr. ADAMS. I tf nk this whole matter 4 
for nded rerror 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ru! 
very clear, that if debate arises upon a bill, 
be passed over! 

Mr. WALKER. A number of bills on the Cal! 
endar are of thi ume character, and I wish to ob- 
serve to gentlemen who are mak tnese oDpjec- 
tions, that these claims area | based upon a solemn 
promise of the (yovernment, ner reso'utions 


passed in 1780, 1782, 1783, and 1734, t believe, 
that interest would be paid. It Is a solemn con- 
does seem to me 
extraordinary that, at th! should 
obiect to fulfilling the promises of Government, 
made to these old revolutionary soldiers. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill, giving 


rise to discussion, must be laid over. 


WILLIAM JONES. 


The bill for the relief of the lezal representatives 
of William Jones was read a second time, and 


tract of Government, al 1 it 
day, gentlemen 
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considered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro- || understanding with his captain; and therefore that | withdrawn from that company, and transported 
poses to direct the Secretary of the Treasury to | he ought not to be considered as cut off from the | for a short time in some other way. This was 
cause to be paid to the legal Peerage of Wil- | operation of the act of 1832. assigned as a reason for discharging the petitioner. 









liam Jones, late of Massachusetts, the amount; ‘The bill was reported to the Senate without | This was a contingency that was not foreseen or 
which he would have been entitled to receive un- || amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a provided for in the contract, and in the opinion of 
der the pension act of 1818, had his name contin- | third reading. the committee it does not take away the right of 
ued on the ae roll until June 22, 1829, the THE AMISTAD CASE. the petitioner under the contract. He was nota 
day of his death. 





public officer, but merely performing a servic« 





















































: 6 . . . The bill to ind ify the masters ¢ ners 
Mr. ADAMS called for the reading of the re-| ee sl . 0 a bag y aan owners’ under a contract, and has the same claim for 
port of the Committee on Revolutionary Claims; || °° ‘"°* PRRISR SCROCNST AGAS SAS Net Cargo 


was announced to be the next bill ia order breach of contract as he would have had if the 
and it was accordingly read. 5 rt . me r 


33 contract had been with an individual. The com- 
: , - SEW! § o ris O s-hate : ; ° ° 
From the report it appears that William Jones Mr. SEW ARD intimating a wish to debate it, mittee, therefore, report a bill for his relief. 

was a soldier inthe war of the Revolution; that he 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 
served as a sergeant for morethan eighteen months; JOHN McINTOSH. amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
that he received no bounty, gratuity, or pension The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the | third reading. 
from the General Government on account of his Whole, to consider the bill from the House of CREW OF THE MISSOURI. 
services; that he was entitled to a pension under || Representatives for the relief of John McIntosh. i ; : 
the act of 18th March, 1818; that his name was | [¢ proposes to direct the Secretary of the Interior The bill for the relief of the petty officers and 
inscribed on the pension roll under that act, atthe | to place the name of John Melntosh, of Montgom- | ®&@™en of the late United States frigate Mis- 
rate of ninety-six dollars per annam, to commence | ery county, Kentucky, on the roll of invalid pen- | S°Ut's Was read a second time and considered as 
August 16, 1819; that, before any payment was | signers at the rate of eight dollars per month; the |" Committee of the Whole. It proposes to direct 
made to him on account of his pension, it was pension to commence on the 4th of March, 1848, the proper SAOOR RENE, officers of the Treasury to 
suspended, fur some cause unknown. The Com- || and continue during his natural life. pay to each of the petty officers, seamen, marines, 
mittee consider that it is right and proper to allow Mr. ADAMS called for the reading of the re- and others composing the crew of the United 
the representatives of the deceased the pension to 7 States frigate Missouri, at the time that ship 
which he would have been entitled had his name was burned in the harbor of Gibraltar, in August, 
been kept upon the pension roll, and he received 1843, the sum of $75, in consideration of the loss 
his pension until the day of his death. of clothing and other personal effects, sustained 
Mr. BAYARD. I should like to have an ex by them in consequence of their exertions in en- 
planation of one fact stated in the report before | deavoring to preserve the property of the United 
can vote for the bill. It appears, from the report, | States. x 
that the name of William Toned was inscribed on Mr. BORLAND. Within the last three or four 
the pension roll, at the rate of $96 per annum, to Henry Harrison; that he proceeded from thence | Yes several cases have been before the Senate, 
commence on the 16th of August, 1819; but that, |) with ‘the troops on a forced march to Lower not precisely like this, but involving the same 
before any payment was made to him on account Sandusky, thence to Canada, and thence to the principle, and my impression is, that they have 
of his pension, his pension was suspended for some | Thames; in which battle he was engaged. At the been invariably rejected. ‘There = now pending 
cause unknown. I should suppose that the cause re a claim of the officers of the brig Somers, which 
might be ascertained from the Department. It is was lost at Vera Cruz. 1 must object to the con- 
not probable that the pension was suspended with- sideration of this bill. 
outcause; and if there was cause, we should know The bill was passed over. 


it was passed over. 


ort. 

The report of the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions of the House of Representatives was ac- 
cordingly read, from which it appears that John 
MelIntosh enlisted as a soldier in 1813 in Captain 
Henry Daniel’s company of infantry; that he 
marched immediately to Seneca, Ohio, and joined 
the forces under the command of General William 


expiration of twelve months, the time of his enlist- 
ment, he was discharged from the service. While 
in the service in the line of his duty, on the forced 
march referred to, he received an injury in the 


what it was. It may have been sufficient. I ob- | right leg, producing a rupture of the muscle, from THOMAS J. PAGE. 
ject to the bill unless there is some explanation on || the effects of which he never recovered, but which The bill for the relief of Thomas J. Page was 
that head. It does not appear from the report, 


continues to grow worse as he advances in life. | read a second time, and considered as in Commit- 


that any application was made to the Department | Two good surgeons, of respectable character, in | tee of the Whole. 
























































. 7 . . “e* . } . | 
t know fot Ww “" — the ae he * oe off the State of Kentucky, state that his disability Is It proposes to require the proper accounting | 
the pension roll, t certainly ought to be known, The « itt — ae ta bi ee ee . ; 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The kill vein total. . Phe commit ce therefore report a bill for | officers of the Treasury to audit and adjust the 
; ‘ee0 a ee — “ 6tving || his relief. account of Lieuterant Thomas J. Page, of the 
3 rise to debate wi € iaid over. The bill was reported to the Senate without United States Navy, for his expenses in preparing 
; URIAH JONES. amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a his accounts as acting purser of the United States 
rf The bill for therelief of the leral re tas third time, and passed. brig Dolphin, and to pay the same, provided the 
ct li ior ereiiel ¢ l va presentatives ’ + : } . 75 
a ¢ Uriah Jones was read a eecond t ieee SAMUEL W. CHILSON. amount to be thus paid shall not exceed $75. 
re sid 28 os "C pane) splay f the Whole a wee The bill for tl lief of S |W. Chil Mr. DAVIS called for the reading of the report 
a as J p » rO- ie | for > relie Samue . Chils . ~ - r . . 
es) sicered as in Vommutiee of the tole. = it pro ai Or ae Fou Oo: Seine MISON | of the Committee on Naval Affairs; and it was 


poses to direct the Secretary of the Treasury to |, was read a second time, and considered as in 
yay to the legal representatives of Uriah Jones, |, Committee of the Whole. It proposes to direct 
Sai of Providence, Rhodé Island, the sum of || the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to Samuel 
$1,180, being the amount he would have been en- | W. Chilson the full amount of three months’ pay, 
titled to receive had his name been placed upon || at the rate of $600 per annum, as compensation 
the pension roll, under the act of 1832, agreeably | for damage sustained by him in consequence of 
to his application. his being discharged from duty as mail agent on 
Mr. I ELCH called for the reading of the report | the railroad from Boston to Springfield without 
of the Committee on Revolutionary Claims; and | any previous notice, or without any charge of 
it was accordingly read. misconduct or delinquency preferred against him, 
From the report it appears that Uriah Jones | in violation of the contract entered into by him 
enlisted in the Rhode Island continental line, in || with the Postmaster General, dated July 23, 1840, 
the company of Captain Humphreys, attached to | entitling him to such notice. 
the regiment under the command of Colonel An-|) Mr. ADAMS called for the reading of the re- 
gell,in March, 1777, and continued to serve until || port of the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
September 24, 1782, when, in consequence of some |, Roads, from which it appeared that on the 23d of 
misunderstanding with Captain Allen, who atthat | July, 1840, the Postmaster General entered into a 
time commanded the company, he, with several | contract in writing with the petitioner, Samuel W. 
ethers, left the army, and returned to their homes; Chilson, whereby the petitioner engaged to serve 
that he was in actual service nearly six years; was |, the Department as mail agent on the railroad 
engaged in several battles, among which were | from Boston to Springfield, to take charge of the duty, the committee report a bill for his relief to 
those of Springfield, Red Bank, and Yorktown; || mails, to receive and deliver the mails at the in- rtf Fert P 
that he was several times wounded; and, at the | termediate offices, and to perform other services Mr DAVIS 
time of his death, had two balls in him; that he || specified in the contract, for which he was to be ae E 
never received any gratuity, pension, or bounty | paid $600 perannum. The contract was for one 
from the General Government on account of his | year, and it contained a provision that the peti- 
services; that he made application to the Commis- _tioner should give three months’ notice before he 
sioner of Pensions to be placed on the pension-  quitted the service, and that the Postmaster Gen- 
roll, under the act of 1832, but his name having | eral should give him like notice before he dis- 
appeared on the Rhode Island roll asa deserter, his || charged him, providing, however, that he might 
A to a pension was rejected. Under the act of || be discharged at any time for palpable delinquency 
June 27, 1832, all privates who served six years | in the discharge of his duties. The contract was | 11. og cer was put on account of preparing books 
during the war of the Revolution, were to be al- || continued by consent of both parties, and the pe- : 
; ws : : : and matters of that sort. To that I have no ob 
lowed a pension forlife, atthe rate of $80 perannum. _ titioner remained in the service of the Department | . 1 Bi 
The question as to whether the party was entitled || until February 28, 1842, when he was discharged IThe bill was reported to the Senate without 
to a pension turned upon the fact as to whether | without any previous notice, or any charge or d d - 4 to be ed § 
he could be considered a deserter. The commit- | claim of misconduct or delinquency; but it appears eer: I ee ee 
‘ge ; , as subsequently read a third 
tee consider that it is proved by the evidence very | by the statement of the Department that the Post- | third ae ed wm 
clearly that he was not a deserter; that he did not | master General and the railroad company, not || me ase poser. 
leave the army until long after actual hostilities | being able to agree on the terms for the transport- || HEIRS OF BENJAMIN O. MOOERS. 
had ceased; that he left in consequence of a mis-| ation of the mail over the railroad, the mail was | The bill for the relief of Benjamin O. Mooers, 


accordingly read. 

From that report it appears that the memorialist 
alleged that in October, 1849, while on the East 
India station, he was appointed to command the 
brig Dolphin, and with the command was con- 
nected the appointment of purser; that he per- 
formed the duty of purser on board the vessel, 
and adjusted accounts for the Government as act- 
ing purser, and submits an account of the time he 

| was employed, for which he claims compensation 
at the rate of $1,500 per annum, making the sum 
_ of $3,037 92. The report of the committee, which 
was made by Mr. Mattory, goes into the whole 
question of allowances to naval officers, and comes 
to the conclusion that the memorialist is not enti- 
tled to pay as purser for performing the duties of 
purser while acting in command of the brig Dol- 
phin; but, inasmuch as he was subjected to some 
expenses in preparing statements of accounts be- 
yond the sphere of his ordinary and legitimate 


= TEE 9 EAE NEARS SE CE 


ree een lemmih “cell roan meted cies 


I do not know that | have any 
| objection to the bill. I believe, from hearing the 
report read, that the committee arrived at a very 
correct conclusion in regard to the general princi- 
ple. That is, that a person commanding a small 
| vessel is not entitled to the pay of a purser be- 
cause he performs the duties of purser. The com- 
mittee propose, however, to make some allowance 
in consequence of some extra expenses to which 
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deceased, late a lieutenant in Colonel Hazen’s 
regimentof the revolutionary army, wasannounced 
as the next bill in order. 

Mr. BAYARD gave notice that he should dis- 
cuss the bill, and it was accordingly passed over. 


MATTHEWS, WOOD, AND HALL. 

The bill from the House of Representatives for 
the relief of Charles S. Matthews, Charles Wood, 
and James Hall, was announced to be the next 
bill in order. 

Mr. BRODHEAD intimated a desire to discuss 
it, and it was laid over. 


JOHN DEVLIN. 


The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, the bill for the relief of John 
Devlin. It proposes to direct the Secretary of the 
Treasury to cause to be audited and settled, by 
the proper accounting officers, the account of John 
Devlin for services rendered as temporary clerk 
in the office of the Fifth Auditor, in the years 
1837 and 1838, and to pay him such sum as may 
be found equitably due for such service, not ex- 
ceeding $1,366. 

Mr. SHIELDS. As the Senator from Indiana, 
{Mr. Wuitcoms,] who introduced the bill is not 
present, | wish to state that it has passed the 
Senate already three times, I believe, but failed 
in the House. Mr. Devlin was employed as clerk 
under Mr. Pleasonton, in the Fifth Auditor’s 
Bureau, under the promise that when the usual 
appropriation for that Bureau should be made, he 
would receive a salary at the rate of $1,000 per 
year. He was employed for sixteen months, but 
by misapprehension, when the appropriation was 
macke,it was notsufficient to cover his case. The 
service was performed at the request of the head 
of the Bureau. The committee in their report 
refer to former cases, and conclude with the re- 
commendation that the petitioner, having rendered 
valuable and faithful services for which he has 
not received compensation, ought to be paid. 

Mr. DAWSON. I perceive that the Senator 
from Delaware reported the bill this year. 

Mr. Db .YARD. I did report the bill at this 
session; | examined the facts of the case, and think 
they are very clear. I did not think it necessary 
to make any written report, because there were 
previous reports made in favor of the claim. 

Mr. HALE. Ido not object to this bill, but | 
do not know but that it will be obnoxious to some 
of the arguments which the Senator from Arkan- 
sas [Mr. Born.tanp] made against the deficiency 
bill. [Laughter.] 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 


JOHN McAVOY. 

The bill for the relief of John McAvoy was 
read a second time, and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. It proposes to direct the Sec- 
retary of War to cause to be paid to John Me- 
Avoy, late a private in company H, of the 8th 
regiment of United States infantry, the sum of 
$20, which sum was paid by McAvoy for trans- 
portation from Brazos de Santiago, to New Or- 
leans, while in the service of the United States. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 


NATHAN WESTON. 


The bill for the relief of Nathan Weston, jr., 
late additional paymaster in the Army of the 
United States, was read a second time, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro- 
poses to direct the accounting officers to pay to 
Nathan Weston, jr., the full amount of three 
months’ extra pay, in conformity with the fifth 
section of the act of July 19, 1848. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 


BOUTON, WRIGHT, AND FISHER. 

The bill for the relief of Richard M. Bouton, 
George Wright, and the widow of Marvin W. 
Fisher, was read a second time, and considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to di- 
rect the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to Rich- 
ard M. Bouton, George Wright, mk Harriet F. 
Fisher, widow of Marvin W. Fisher, the sum of 
$5,000 each, as a full compensation for the past 
use of their machines for making and charging 
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isis 


‘* A certain machine for rolling and cutting crack- 
ers and biscuit,’’ dated March 2d, 1836, and re 
issued May 9th, 1848, subject, however, to all 


percussion caps in the arsenals of the United 

States; and also for the future free and undis- 

turbed use by the Government of those machines, 

together with the patent rights thereof. other restrictions and conditions in that act con- 
Mr. HALE. I do not rise to oppose the bill, | tained. 


but to call attention to the fact that another bill The bill was reported to the Senate without 


ll 
has been reported, which partly covers this case; 
that there are conflicting claims here. 

Mr. BORLAND. A single word will, I think, 
satisfy the Senator from New Hampshire. The 
other bill to which he alludes was laid on the table, 
this having been subsequently reported in order to 
cover the whole ground, and make an equitable 
arrangement of the whole matter. The other bill 
was laid on the table to make way for this. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 


JAMES W. CAMPBELL. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, the bill from the House of 
Representatives for the relief of James W. Camp- 
bell, of Pike county, Missouri. It provides that 
James W. Campbell, of Pike county, Miss 


1 £"~ P al ocr , cr 
be authorized to enter, free of charge, any of the 


Z 


public lands subject to private entry, at $1 25 per 
acre, subject to sale at the land office for the dis 
trict of Palmyra, in the State of Missouri, 
exceeding one hundred and twenty acres, up 
making proof to the satisfaction of the register and 
receiver of that land office, subject to the approval 
of the Commissioner of the General La 
that he is the legal assignee of John 
and that two receipts, numbered 19,513 and 19,514, 
dated June 26, 1838, purporting to be issued by 
A. Byrd, receiver at Palmyra, in favor of Jack- 
son, one for $50, and one for $100, surrendering 
the said receipts to the United States, and execut 
ing a relinquishment of all his right, title, and in- 
terest to the land therein described. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


id Uthece, 


a, J it kson: 


GIDEON HOTCHKISS. 


The bill for the relief of Gideon Hotchkiss was 
read a second time, and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. It proposes to enact that the 
letters-patent granted to Gideon Hotchkiss, a eit- 
izen of the United States, on the 9th of January, 
1837, for a new and useful improvement in the 
construction of reacting water-wheels and other 
appendages, for the term of fourteen years from 
November 30, 1836, be renewed, revived, and 
extended, from and after the date of the passag: 
of the act, for and during the term of seven years 
Provided, however, That such renewed and ex 
tended patent shall be open to legal inquiry, as if 
issued under the general law: .dnd provided, also, 
That all persons now enjoying the lawful use of 
any water-wheel or improvement prior to the pat- 
ent of Gideon Hotchkiss, and purchasers of any 
such water-wheel, or improvement lawfully con 
structed, may continue to use the same, notwith- 
standing the provisions of this act. 

Mr. BORLAND. I do not propose to offer 
any amendment to this bill, but I think it ought 
to be discussed. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. If my friend from Arkan- 
sas will allow the report to be read, I think hecan 
have no objection to the bill. This man would 
have the right to have his patent extended at the 
Patent Office, but there was a misunderstanding, 
which prevented him from doing so. 

Mr. BORLAND. Then I withdraw my ob- 
jection. 

' The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

WILLIAM R. NEVINS. 

The bill for the relief of William R. Nevins was 
read a second time, and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. It proposes to enact, that so 
much of the eighteenth section of an act entitled 
‘* An act to promote the progress of the useful 
arts, and to repeal all acts and parts of acts made 
for that purpose,’’ passed on the 4th of July, 1836, 
as prevents the extension of a ee eae after the ex- 
piration of the term for which it was originally 
issued, be suspended so far as shall be necessary 
to authorize the renewal of the patent of William 
R. Nevins, of the city of New York, for his inven- 
tion of what is denominated in his letters-patent, 


amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading 


On motion, the Senat adjourned till Monday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
nipay, July 16, 1852 
The House met at eleven o'clock, a.m 
by the Rev C.M 
The Journal land approved 
The SPEAKER The business first in orde: 
is House bill No. 971, ** vrantit 
and a portion of the 
Florida and Alaban 
tain railroads in said States.’’ 
Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York 1 ask the 
unanimous co! House, that the bill 


‘ . ~) ¢ 
An a 


Prayer 
ButLer 


if yesterday was rea 


e the right of way 
nubli inds t the 


States of 


in for the onstr 


isent of the 


: : . 
which came from the Senate, entitled 


amend an act entitled * An act to provide for the 
better security the lives of passengers on board 
Ol vé se) propelled in whole or in part by steam, 
ind for other purposes,’’’ be taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred t the Commiuttee or 
Commerce [t i very long bill, containing 
forty-seven sectior 1 ask reference now, 
that that committee may have time to examine it 

Cries of ** Agreed!”’ ** Agreed !”’ 

‘The bill was then 1 1a first and second tim 
by us title, reterred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed 


HOUR OF MEETING 
Mr. CHANDLER Il ask the unanimous con 
sent of the House to intre duc e the 
olution, which, in my opinion, 


a privileged question: 


following res 


Resolved, That on Monday next, and thereafter during 
the present session Congr this House will meet at 
ten o’clock in the morning, and that there shall be a recess 


from three to five p. m., each day 


Objection was made, and the resolution was not 
admitted 
FURNITURE FOR THE HALL. 
Mr. SWEETSER | 


sent of the House to introduce the following res- 


ask the unanimous con 


olution I think it is one that should be offered 
as a privileged question, Dut w he her it be Bo Or 
not. | im col fident it Wi 


tion of the House 


meet with the approba 


Res ed, That the Clerk of this House is hereby author 
iaed to purchase new sofas, or settees, and chairs for the 
f the House, and ich other necessary furniture as 

in hi judgment, may be wanted for the convenience of 


members, with as little delay 
Mr. DUNCAN. Wherearethey to be placed 
Mr. SWEETSER. Instead of the old ones 
I hope the old sofas may be removed, for they are 
a disgrace to the House. 
Mr. LETCHER objected. 
Mr. SWEETSER. I insist that as this reso 
lution provides for the convenience of members 


as possible 


of this House, it is a privileged question 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks differently 

from the ewentleman from Ohio, and so decides 
COMPENSATION OF THE CLERKS. 

Mr. WELCH. lI ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to submit the following resolution, 
which I am instructed to report to the House by 
the Committee on Accounts: 

Resolved, That John A. Parker, John Hannicut, and M 
Martin. be allowed the same compensation 4s assistant 
clerks of the House of Representatives—say 9! ,590 per an 
num—for the present session of Congress 

Mr. BRIGGS. 1 am in favor of the resolution, 
but would suggest to the gentleman to modify his 
resolution to make it extend to this Congress in 
stead of this session. 

The SPEAKER. 
troduction of the resolution’ 

At the request of Mr. FOWLER, the Clerk 
arain read the resolution. 

“Mr. NABERS. If the resolution be not ol 
jected to, I move the resolution I send to the 
Clerk’s desk. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If amendments are to be 
offered, and there is to be discussion on the reso- 
lution, | object 


Is there objection to the in- 
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Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I rise to a 
question of order. ‘The question of order I make 
is this: The resolution was read, and the gentleman 
from Alabama paid no attention to its reading. 
The Chair called upon the House to know if there 
were any objection, and there was no objection, 
and it was not until the second reading of the res- 
olution that the gentleman objected. I therefore 
submit that the objection comes too late. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman’s own state- 
ment shows that he paid no attention to what did 
take place. 


The SPEAKER. 


The Chair decides the ob- 


jection was not too late. 


So objection being made, the resolution was 
not admitted. 


INDIAN CLAIMS. 
Mr. FREEMAN. Lask the unanimous con- 


sent of the House to take up Senate resolution 
No. 39, authorizing the examination of the claims 
of the Biloxi Bay Indians, for its reference to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

There was no objection, and the joint resolu- 
tion was read a first and second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I call for the regular order 
of business. 

FLORIDA AND ALABAMA RAILROAD. 

The SPEAKER. The business in order is the 
consideration of House bill No. 271, entitled ** A 
‘bill granting the right of way and a portion of 
* the public lands to the States of Florida and Al- 
‘abama, for the construction of certain railroads 
‘in said States.’’ The pending question is upon the 
amendment submitted by the gentleman from Flor- 
ida, [Mr. Cane n,] in the nature of a substitute. 

[The Clerk here read the substitute, which has 
been published heretofore. 

Mr. CABELL. I will only ask the attention 
of the House to a statement of the effect of this 
amendment. It differs from the original bill in 
this, that it embraces the amendment which was 
made to the Missouri railroad bill as it came from 
the Senate, that these companies shall take the 
lands appropriated by the bill as the road advances 
by the ten miles. When they construct ten miles 
of the road they are to take the land granted to 
them along that distance. It differs also from the 
original bill in this, that it prevents a collision in 
the selections of land between this railroad and 
the one contemplated by the bill of the gentleman 
from Alabama, which crosses it at right angles. 
These are the only differences between the original 
bill and my proposed substitute. If the House is 
favorable to the bill, [ trust it will adopt the sub- 
stitute, 

Mr. COBB. My colleague’s [Mr. Anercrom- 
Bix] road is provided for in the bill, is it not? 

Mr.CABELL. The bill provides for no other 
than the Florida railroad. 


Mr. ABERCROMBIE. 


The amendment of 
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Mr. ORR. If I am indulged in a remark, I 
think the House will sustain the amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair trusts that the 
gentleman may be indulged. 

Mr. ORR. The remark I desire to submit does 


' not go to the merits of the bill. 


the gentleman from Florida is a proper one. It | 


prevents any conflict hereafter occurring between | 


the Florida road and the one proposed by my bill 
in the selection of the land granted by the Gov- 
ernment to aid in their construction. One crosses 
the other at right angles. 

Mr. CABELL. As the gentleman has stated, 
my substitute, by this variance from the original 
bill, is only intended to obviate a collision of in- 
terests, which will hereafter occur if the bill for 
the Alabama railroad pass. There is no other but 
the Florida railroad provided for. 

Mr. AVERETT. It is almost impossible to 
hear, from the confusion in the Hall, what is read 
at the Clerk’s desk, and in consequence we are 
voting upon amendments, the contents of which 
are not known to us. 1 would inquire of the 
Chair whether amendments have been received 
since the call for the previous question has been 
seconded ? 

The SPEAKER. None have been received 
since the call for the previous question was sec- 
onded. 

Mr. AVERETT. I understood the gentleman 
had submitted an amendment whilst the House 
was acting under the operation of the previous 
question. 

The question was put on the substitute, and 
upon a division there were—ayes 65 

Mr. MOORE, of Pennsylvania, demanded tell- 
ers; which were ordered; and Messrs. Moore of 
Louisiana, and Orr were appointed. 





Mr. AVERETT. If the House is acting under 
the operation of the previous question I object, un- 
less the opponents of the measure be also allowed 
an Opportunity to reply. 

Mr. ORR. The amendment is all right, and 
rentlemen may vote for or against it as they 
choose. 

The question was again put, and the substitute 
was adopted; the tellers having reported—ayes 84, 
noes 37. 

‘The question then recurred upon ordering the 
bill to be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. LETCHER. I demand the yeas and 
nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were not ordered, there 
being upon a division—ayes 27, not a sufficient 
numoer. 

Mr. SWEETSER. I move to lay the bill 
upon the table; and upon that motion demand the 
yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and the motion 
to lay upon the table was disagreed to—yeas 73, 
nays 87; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Aiken, Allison, Averett, Babeock, Thos. 
H. Bayly, Beale, Bibighaus, Bocock, John H. Boyd, Buell, 
Burt, Caskie, Daniel, Dawson, Dean, Dimmick, Edmund- 
son, Floyd, Fowler, Gaylord, Giddings, Goodenow, Grow, 
Hamilton, Hammond, Isham G. Harris, Hart, Hascall, 
Holladay, Horstord, Thomas Y. How, Hunter, Ives, 
Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W. 
Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Preston King, Letcher, Mann, 
Martin, Mason, MeLanaban, McQueen, Meade, Millson, 
Morehead, Murray, Newton, Andrew Parker, Perkins, 
Powell, Reed, Riddle, Robbins, Robie, Ross, Russell, Sav- 
age, David L. Seymour, Origen S. Seymour, Skelton, 
Smart, Richard H. Stanton, Sutherland, Sweetser, Thurs- 
ton, Tuck, Wallace, Washburn, Wildrick, and Wood- 


ward—73. 
NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Willis Allen, 


se] 


sarrere, 

1, Bowne, Bragg, Brenton, Briggs, George H. Brown, 
E. Carrington Cabell, Caldwell, L. D. Campbell, Thomp- 
son Campbell, Chandler, Churchwell, Clingman, Cobb, 
Conger, John G. Davis, Disney, Doty, Duncan, Dunham, 
Durkee, Evans, Ficklin, Fitch, Florence, Freeman, Gentry, 
Goodrich, Gorman, Grey, Harper, Sampson W. Harris, 


Haws, Hendricks, Henn, Houston, Howard, John W. | 


Howe, Thomas M. Howe, Jackson, James Johnson, John 
Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Kuhns, Landry, Lockhart, 
Mace, Humphrey Marshall, McMullin, McNair, Miller, 
Molony, Henry D. Moore, John Moore, Nabers, Olds, Orr, 
Samuel W. Parker, Penn, Penniman, Phelps, Porter, Price, 
Richardson, Robinson, Sackett, Schermerhorn, School- 
erafl, Scurry, Smith, Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, Frederick 
P. Stanton, Abraham P. Stephens, St. Martin, Stuart, Tay- 
lor, Walsh, Ward, Watkins, Weich, Wilcox, Williams, 
and Yates—87. 

So the motion to lay upon the table was dis- 
agreed to. 

Previous to the announcement of the above 
vote, 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine, stated that he had 
paired off with Mr. Sreruens, of Georgia. 


The question then recurred upon ordering the 


bill to be engrossed and read a third time. 

The question was then taken, and it was decided 
in the affirmative. 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida. I move to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time, and to lay the 
motion to reconsider upon the table. " 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The bill was then read the third time. 

Mr. CABELL. I move to put the bill upon 
its passage, and upon that motion demand the 
previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

The question now being, Shall the bill pass ?— 

Mr. BUELL demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and there were— 
yeas 77, nays 85; as follows: 

" YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Willis Allen, Barrere, 
Bell, Bragg, Brenton, Briggs, George H. Brown, E. Car- 
rington Cabell, Lewis D. Campbell, Thompson Campbell, 


Chandler, Clingman, Cobb, Conger, John G. Davis, Dis- 


ney, Doty, Duncan, Durkee, Evans, Ficklin, Fitch, Flor- 
ence, Freeman, Gentry, Goodrich, Gorman, Harper, Samp- 


son W. Harris, Haws, Haven, Hendricks, Henn, Houston, | 


Howard, John W. Howe, James Johnson, John Johnson, 
Robert W. Johnson, Kuhns, Landry, Lockhart, Mace, 
Humphrey Marshall, McNair, Miller, Miner, Molony, H. 


D. Moore, John Moore, Nabers, Olds, Orr, 8. W. Parker, | 


Penn, Phelps, Porter, Price, Richardson, Sackett, Scher- 
merhorn, Scurry, Smith, Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, F. P. 
|, Stanton, Abraham P. Stephens, Stuart, Taylor, Walsh, 
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Ward, Watkins, Welch, Wells, Wilcox, Williams, and 
Vates—77. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allison, Averett, Babcock, Thos. 
H. Bayly, Beale, Bibighaus, Bocock, John H. Boyd, Buell, 
Burt,Caldwell, Caskie, Chapman, Churchwell, Curtis, Dan- 
iel, Dawson, Dean, Dimmick, Dockery, Edmundson, Ew- 
ing, Floyd, Fowler, Gamble, Gaylord, Giddings, Goode- 
now, Grey, Grow, Hamilton, Hammond, !. G. Harris, Hart, 
Haseall, Holladay, Horsford, Thomas M. Howe, Thomas 
Y. How, Hunter, Ingersoll, [ves, Jenkins, Andrew John- 
son, D. T. Jones, Geo. W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Preston 
King, Letcher, Mann, Martin, Mason, McLanahan, Me- 
Queen, Meade. Millson, Morehead, Murray, Newton, An- 
drew Parker, Peaslee, Perkins. Powell, Reed, Robbins, 
Robie, Ross, Russell], Savage, David L. Seymonr, Origen 
S. Seymour, Skelton, Smart, Snow, Richard H. Stanton, 
Thaddeus Stevens, Sutherland, Sweetser, Thurston, Tuck, 
Wallace, Washburn, Wildrick, and Woodward—85. 

So the bill was rejected. 

The SPEAKER. The bill next in order is the 
bill proposing to give the right of way to railroads 
generally. 

Mr. JENKINS. Lriseto a privileged question. 
I move to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
was just rejected, and to lay the motion to recon- 
sider upon the table, 

Mr. CABELL. 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Is it not in order to move 
to suspend the rules and go into Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union ? 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour has not 
yet expired. 

Mr. MILLSON. Irise to a point of order. 
The point of order I raise is simply this: I do not 
object, myself, to the motion to reconsider, be- 
lieving it to be in order, but the House may think 
differently. At the last Congress this point was 
raised and settled by an appeal to the House. I 
understand this question has been already once 
reconsidered. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is mistaken. 
The vote upon the passage of the bill has not been 
reconsidered. That vote has but this moment 
been taken. 

Mr. ORR. It was the reference to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole that was reconsidered. 

Mr. STUART. I moveto proceed to the busi- 
ness upon the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. KING, of New York. 
the motion to reconsider. 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour having 
expired, the regular order of business will be the 
consideration of private business upon the Speak- 
er’s table. 


THE REPORT ON PRINTING. 

Mr. GORMAN. Lask the unanimous consent 
of the House to commit the bill, with all the 
amendments, which was pending yesterday in re- 
gard to the public printing, to the Committee on 
Printing. The chairman of the select committee 
{[Mr. Marsnatt, of Kentucky,] and myself have 
agreed to have a joint meeting between us this 
evening, and [ desire that the whole business be 
recommitted to the Committee on Printing with 
that view. , 

Mr. KING, of New York. I object to the re- 
commitment. I think that we had better have 
this matter settled now. 

The SPEAKER. This being private bill day, 
it is competent under the rules, in the opinion of 
the Chair, to proceed to the consideration of pri- 
vate business upon the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. ORR. ‘The House can by a vote deter- 
mine to proceed to other business. 

The SPEAKER. The difficulty is, that the 
gentleman could not get in a motion to proceed to 
that description of business. It is competent for 
the House to go into a Committee of the Whole 
House, or Committee of the Whole on the state 

| of the Union. 

| Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. What has 
become of the motion to lay on the table? Is that 
passed by, as a matter of course? 

The SPEAKER. We have passed from the 
consideration of that subject, the morning hour 
having expired. That question is pending when 
we shall again return to the morning hour. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I thought I had the floor, 
and it was taken from me by the privileged motion 
_ of the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Jenkins.]} 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has lost no 

| right, however. 

| Mr. HOUSTON. 
|| pleasure of the House to take up and vote upon 
\| the deficiency bill, which has come back from the 


Upon that motion I demand 


Let us dispose of 


I wish to ask if it be the 
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Senate with two or three disagreements. With 
the consent of the House, | willexplain them, and 
it will not take but a few minutes. 

Mr. COBB. I object. 
to be attended to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move, then, that the rules 
of the House be suspended, and that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. I feel bound to make 
this motion, from the fact that the Senate is now 
without work, and have sent us a resolution refus- 


Private business ought 


ing to receive from us, if we agree to their reso- 
lution, any appropriation bills within ten days of 
the day of adjournment. It isabsolutely essential 
that we should get throuch with somethine, and 
send it to the Senate 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Hovs- 
TON’s motion, and it was agreed to. 

So the rules of the House were suspended, and 
the House resolved itself into the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union (Mr. Disney 
in the chair) en the Indian appropriation bill. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. It is not my intention to de- 
tain the committee at very great length, as [| do 
not know that Lam able to make my voice heard 
through the Hall. Il however intend to givea his- 
torical relation of the facts, without argument or 
embellishment. We heard last evening the state- 
ment of the official head of the Indian Committee, 
that during the summer of 1850, from seventy to 
one hundred persons claiming to be free in the In- 
dian territory, and under protection of our laws, 
were seized by those Creek Indians, enslaved, and 
sold into bondage. I distinctly called the attention 
of that gentleman, and the official head of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, to the fact, and de- 
sired to know by what right or claim of title, these 
Indians seized and enslaved these people. To that 
question neither of these gentlemen has responded. 
‘They proclaimed their ignorance; but the chair- 
man of the Committee on Indian Affairs, how- 
ever, said that he had been informed by a member 
of this House, that these negroes had committed 
rapes upon the daughters of the Indians. I know 
not who the gentleman was, but Il understood him 
to be a member of this House, and if he possesses 
further information, I have no doubt he will come 
forward at once and give it to us. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Whatdoes the 
gentleman want? [ can scarcely hear you. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 1 was saying that I did not 
know who the gentleman was that communicated 
to you this information. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I have some further inform- 
ation this morning. Would the gentleman like 
to hear it? Wecannot go anywhere and find a 
more desperate or lawless band of people in any 
community within the limits of the United States, 
er California, or among the balance of mankind. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. It would be a strange affair 
if these people, brought up in a slaveholding com- 
munity, should not copy some of their masters’ 
examples. 

Mr. JOHNSON. It is one of the instances of 
extraordinary lawlessness of that people. You 
requested me to furnish you with as many facts 
as I could this morning in regard to this subject. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I have requested nothing 
from that gentleman concerning these charges of 
crime to justify seizing and selling them into bond- 
age. Ihave not called upon the chairman this 
morning, but his friend, to whom I always refer 
in a case of necessity, and never except under 
necessity. [Laughter. 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. I gave the informa- 
tion to the chairman of the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, and I received it from a source which 
cannot be doubted—the agent of the Indians them- 
selves. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I would like to have the 
gentleman ,inform us if the females committed 
these rapes? 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. I think the centleman 
has put an impertinent question, such as ought 
not to be answered by any gentleman upon this 
floor. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I wish that gentlemen would 
not provoke these interrogatories from me. I wish 
that gentlemen would learn to treat colored people 
as men. When I speak of the solemn fact of 
seventy or a hundred persons as being seized and 
enslaved, and now toiling under the lash, what is 
the answer by which this outrage is attempted to 
be justified? Why, that they committed rape. 
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if that be a fact let them be punished as others are. 

Mr. JOHNSON. That was merely an allusion 
to the lawlessness of the Indians. , 

Mr. GIDDINGS. It was the only fact by 
which itis attempted to jusufy an outrage un- 
equaled in the history of our natio Why, sir, 
shall slaveholders justify their crimes by this 
charge, when that crime is authorized by law in 
every slave State of the Union, and pr icticed by 
alarge portion, who, owning the 1 
their own children! 


mothers, sell 
With such examples before 
them, it 


— } 
hneyvroes sno ild 


would be extraordinary if 
not learn some of the habits of the more gent 
portion of community. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I must say that I will hav 
nothing more to do with this debate, for it will 
lead into one of those kind of squabbles which I 
abhor. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Let the gentleman retire from 
this unpleasant discussion. He made the charge 
and I meetit. It Is not my intention to detain 
the committee more than halfan hour; but lL will 
say that the history of the people who were thu 
sold iuto slavery is one of the most interests wer 
in the annals ofthe nation. No peopleon this con 
tinent has passed through such scenes, trials, and 
persecutions For seventy-six yeurs they have 
been contending for their treedom—a who 
for nearly three generations have been struggling 
for liberty have been at last seized 
now pine in bondage. 


and sold, and 


These are not the slaves who fled from Georgia 
previous to and during the war of our Revolution. 
hose generations are gone, passed away, and 
the people now at last enslaved or fled from our 
nation, are the grandchildren and great erand- 
children of the heroic people v ho fled trom the 


of Georgia slaveliolders as early as 


oppression 
1776. 
times, when the colonists were themselves fighting 
for freedom, and fled into the further portions of 
the Creek settlements, in the lower part of Geor- 
gia, and there took up their residence. ‘The first 
treaty for their surreader by the Creek Indians 
was with Georgia, as a sovereimrn State, in 


Others took advantage of the turbulent 


L736. 
I'he numbers who had thus fled trom slaveholding 
tyranny | am unable to state; but they were 
strongly attached to freedom; and the Indians un- 
dertook to return these people back to their mas- 
ters, but found themselves unable to do it; and when 
our present Constitution had been adopted, and 
Congress assembled under it, at its first session, in 
1796, the first treaty entered into bythe Government 
of the United States, was a treaty with these Creek 
Indians to return these fugitives from slavery in 
(zeorgia, for which we, the people of the United 
States, were to pay them a supul ued annu ty, 
which has to this day been paid, and for which 
we are still paying them annually, the certain, det- 
inite, and distinct sum of $1,500. ‘The first great 
and principal error was in our Executive at that 
time, consenting to interfere in this catching af ne- 
groes; and although this history has been by me, 
on two former occasions, briefly alluded to, yet, in 
order to inake the subject understood, it is neces- 
sary that 1 should repeat some of the principal 
facts, in order to show the outrage which the 
present Executive has suffered to be committed 
within our jurisdiction, and under our laws. 
Again the history of this people may now be fully 
written. Their connection with this nation has 
ceased, and instead of bringing their history down 


to a certain date, as heretofore, | am able now to 
close the sad tale so far as the people of 


tion will ever learn it 


thie 
Luis ha- 


rina few 
But being unable fully to comply 


In 1796, the Indians were able to brin 
of the negroes. 
with their stipulations, entered into another treaty, 
called ** the trealy of Colerain,’’ and again renewed 
their contract to bring forward the remaining fu- 
gitives. As time passed on the pe yple of Georgia 
became clamorous for the return of their negroes, 
and many attempts were made to seize them. 
They nearly all fled with those Creeks with whom 
they associated by marriage, &c., and went into 
Fiorida, entirely beyond the jurisdiction of this 
Government, and soon acquired the name of the 


‘**Seminole band,’’ the word Seminole meaning 
| ’ = 


runaway. ‘There they lived, intermarried withthe 
Indians, and actually becamea part of them. Sit- 
uated as they were, the Government was unable 
to constrain the Creeks to bring them back to 
slavery. 

Afier the war of 1812 had closed, I think some 


time in 1816, there were found on the banks 


tne \ mlachicola river, some three hundred or 
four hundred of these ne ! 


there in 


roes, who had: { 
to defend and 


1774 these negroes 


ssembtet 
a fortification, determines 
protect their liberty Krom 
and their ancestors had been contending for free 


dom. They had lived with the Seminoles, had 
acquired an influence with the Indians, and no 
persuasion ci tld induce them to think of retur 
ing to bondare. hey therefore resolved to die 
rather than s rrender thet freedo I Chev had, 
many of them, been rn int everglades of 
Florida, and their live ent thus far in etforts to 
ev ide the har | of re , LO ¢ de t} e nower 
and influence of this Government, which, for an 
entire generation, had endeavored to enslave them 
Yes, sir, while boastine of this th 


Government upon ea | 
were exerted to reénuslave the ® miseralble 


oO 
But, sir, as 1 before said, some three or four 
hundred of them had assembled in a fort, and this 
Wovernment —pres ed Vy the si ve iders Ci ir 
riua—issued an order from yond ) tt n ) 
our Army and Navy to go there ro there, invade 
Florida, then a Spanish provines d to serze 
these people who were then dwelling in peace, 
and only desiring to live in undisturbed quietude 
There they had their plantations and evardens, the 
flocks and herds, thetr wives and little ones, Itvy 
ing in seclusion from the world, innocent and 1 
offensive. B it, Sir, tw run ral were Fen up 
the river Appa ichicola, ind opened their fire 
upon the > nen e, to siay them! mociner il > 
upon earth than their love of er They fired 


hot shot until the magazine was reached and ex 
ploded, and in one instant two hundred and sev- 


enty human beings, for no other fault th 


dishke of oppression, Vv re sent to their final a 

count. Sir, the r blood rests upon us, upon our 
Government, upon all who wielded its powers 
and influence. Terrible was tha our, and ter- 
rible must be the retribution of those who then 


bathed their hans in innocent blood. Those who 


survived the explosion were seized nv the troops 


manacled, and returned to slavery by our army 
In Georgia and Alabama they and their descend 
ants bow to the servile tasks, or eep in servile 
craves. Those who were not then in the fort, 
lived in different towns in the deep recesses of the 


forest and everglades. They escaped destruction, 
and we may well imacine had no very friendly 


feelings towards our ¢ 


rst Semi 


ien awain the Army of the 
United States mue’ht to recapture and reensiave 


a . 
In IS18, itis well known that the 
nole W ir occurred. lr} 


ed of tuts peo le, 


those who remal They were 
again found in conflict for their freedom. They 
rallied to the ficht, din various battles did fatal 
execution against our Army, and the celebrated 
Arbuthnot, who was hanged by the orders of Gen 
eral Jackson, whether rightly or wrongfully | do 


not pretend to say, was harged with havin res ul 
seled these 
liberty. 
azainst him, and of which he was convicted, and 
for which he was executed. Sir, throu 


people to the maintenance of thetr 


This was one of the charges brought 


rh a series 
of years, and a succession of the most extraord!- 
nary struggles, 


these peonle were found fighting 


and defending their li 


erty, in i manner which 
would have done honor to our most heroie ances- 


tors. And, Sir, the harder they strove, the more 


intense the clamor of the slaveholders became. 
iade to induce this Governmse 
The Executive 


‘ i’ } . > 
oners »>hold acounci, or ratner 


Every effort was n 

o. | » 9 1. 
to wet back their dbDonamen. 
pointed commis 

to enter into another treaty with the Indians 
In 1821, ata pi ice called Indiar Spring, 1 fj 7 

: > 

treaty upon this subject was nerotl ated. By 
tty we extorted from the Creek Indians 
5,000,000 acres of land, for which we stty ulated 
to pay $450,000. Two hu idred and fifty thou- 


sand dollars were retained by this Government, 


nat 





tre 


so much of it to be paid over to the slavehoiders 
of Creorcia as wou d compensate them for the ne- 
there forty years previously. 


ry commissioners appoint- 


eroes who had left 
Under an investigation 
ed by the then Executive of the United States, 
the whole number of negroes were ascertained, 
and all of them strictly counted and paid for; and 
here I will say, that according to the Jate Attor- 
nev General, Mr. Wirt, the slaveholders were 
allowed from two to three times the real value of 
each slave, and at this estimated value the whole 
sum rose only to $109,000, and in this amount was 
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included the very slaves that we ourselves had 
murdered upon the Appalachicola river. And 
here let me say, by way of episode, to gentlemen 
who are so fond of acting in this Hall upon mat- 
ters with which they are ignorant, that the slaves 
said to have escaped from the fatherof Mrs. Irwin, 
to whom, during the present session, we have 
granted some $25,000, because her father lost 
slaves, that these slaves of her father were in- 
cluded in this negotiation, and paid for, as I un- 
derstand the record; for all who were gone, and 
Jl who were proven to have left their masters, 
were regarded as having taken refuge with the 
Indians, and were paid‘for accordingly; and yet 
there was $141,000 left which the Indians supposed 
was theirs. 

And now I come to an important point in this 
While this claim for the $141,000 was 
pending, which the Indians hoped to get, there was 
no hostility, no very apparent uneasiness among 
them. Yet, strange to say, while this money lay 
in our hands, and the Indians were calling for it, 
having paid for the slaves, and claiming that it 
belonged to them, the slaveholders of Georgia also 
claimed it as theirs. They insisted that it should 
be paid over to them, and this contest went on 
from, perhaps, 1826 to 1834. In the latter year 
1 the Senate passed a law to pay 


| eur 
nistory. 


this House and 
over this balance of $141,000 to the owners of the 
slaves. 

Mr. DURKEE 
a question, 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 
ation 

Mr. DURKEE. 1 should like to know why 
that money was paid over to the slaveholders of 
Georgia? Upon what authority, and for what 
object was it paid over: 

‘Mr. GIDDINGS. My friend inquires as to 
the claim which Georgia made to this money. | 
can answer in no other language than what they 
themselves have given through their official agents 
in this Hall. 
Georgia were referred to a select committee, and 
the chairman of that committee, if I mistake not, 
was agentleman of the name of Gillmore, who was 
from Georgia. He had the whole subject under 
consideration; he examined it minutely and care- 
fully, and made a long detailed report, and he 
came to the conclusion that they had no title 


Certainly, if for any inform- 


The claims of the slaveholders of 


i? 


I wish to ask the gentleman , 


whatever to this money, save one, and that was | 


by way of indemnifying the owner of the slave 
for the offspring which they would have borne to 
their masters had they remained in bondage. This 
can be found in the report on the subject made to 
this House by the select committee in 1832 or 1833. 
This was the claim,and one upon which I have no 
disposition to comment. 

But [ will The $141,000 was paid 
over to the owners of the slaves, in addition to 
the former sum, stated by Mr. Wirt to be at least 
twice the real value of the slaves, and then the 
Indians became clamorous at once. The whole 
amount of $250,000 had been taken from them, and 
a delegation from the Upper Creek towns started, 
in 1835, to seize these people residing with the 
Seminoles in Florida. With the negroes and the 
Seminoles the Lower Creeks sympathized. And 
here, sir, early in 1835, commenced the hostilities 
to which so much attention has been directed in 
another end of the Capitol during the present ses- 
sion of Congress. Mr. Chairman, if I may be 
allowed, | willsay, that in 1837 the gentleman who 
was then Secretary of War, (General Cass,) now 
a member of the Senate, when called on by this 
House, by way of resolution, to report the causes 
of these Creek hostilities in Alabama and Georgia, 
(for you will recollect the discussion in the Senate 
arose upon a claim of Alabama for losses sustained 
by these hostilities,) reported to this House and 
the Senate, that this negro transaction and this 
paying over the money, was one of the causes 
which led to those hostilities. 
Senator appears to have forgotten that fact, and 
now, sixteen years subsequently, there were three 
days spent in the other end of the Capitol dis- 
cussing the causes of this Creek difficulty in Geor- 
gia and Alabama, and it was principally carried 
on by three distinguished Senators, all of whom 
had been members of the Executive Cabinet. 
The whole object of the discussion appeared to 
be the ascertainment of the cause of these hos- 
tilities with the Creeks of the Lower Towns. 
One honorable Senator ascribed it to the starving 


pre rceed . 


But the Jearned | 


condition of the Indians, who were said not to have 
food to subsist upon; another thought it arose 
from defrauding them in their lands; and another 
to bad management of the Executive in hurrying 
the Indians off to their western country. The dis- 
putants exhibited more ingenious tact and ability 
in avoiding this subject of the negroes than I| ever 
saw by any other statesmen. I presume this was 
in compliance with the injunctions of the two par- 
ties, not to agitate the subject of slavery. But 


they spoke, | think, of everything else than the | 


real cause of those hostilities. 


As I have already stated, immediately after this 


last money was paid over to the slaveholders, the 
Creeks from the Upper Towns went in pursuit of 
the slaves, and the negroes being connected with 
the Seminoles, the Seminoles and negroes together 
resisted the Creeks. They resisted the outrages 
sought to be perpetrated upon them, and imme- 
diately hostilities were commenced both by the 
lower Creeks and Seminoles. Those hostilities 
were nearly simultaneous, and the battles were 
fought by the same Indians and the same negroes. 
And the Seminole or Florida war and the Creek 
war in Georgia were, in fact, one war, as appears 
from the documents in our library. The Indians 
in the upper Creek towns were in favor of seizing 
the slaves, but the lower Creeks sympathized with 
the Seminoles and negroes who were in Florida, 
and they aided and assisted in the early part of 
the Florida war, and in some instances were the 
only persons engaged in perpetrating the outrages 
upon the white settlements. 

And in this connection I may say that these 
facts were officially reported in 1837, by the then 
Secretary of War. ‘The treaty of Payne’s Land- 
ing was declared valid. By it the Seminoles had 
stipulated to emigrate to the Indian country west 
of the Mississippi. They refused to go there, be- 
cause the Creeks had possession of the country, 
and the Seminoles knew the moment they were 
placed within the power of the Creeks, that mo- 
ment the Creeks would seize these negroes as 
their slaves. The negroes had obtained a con- 
trolling influence over the Indians and fought with 
them. They controlled their councils and com- 
manded them in the field. If gentlemen will look 
at Executive Document 225, first session, Twen- 
ty-fifth Congress, they will find the whole history 
of this transaction. As I have already hinted, 
many of these people had as it were been born 
upon the battle-field; educated under the sound of 
the war whoop; and their whole lives spent in 
defending and protecting their God-given right to 
freedom. In this manner generations had risen, 
fought, and passed from the stage of life, and 
were succeeded by men able in council and valiant 
in battle. In this way, during the years 1835, 
1836, and 1837, they were fighting continually for 
the liberties which their fathers had maintained; 
followed through swamp and everglade; pursued 
and hunted by our troops; persecuted, tormented, 
yet they remained firm in their love of liberty, 
and in their patriotic devotion to their families 
and friends, determined to die rather than sur- 
render themselves to slavery. Sir, [ do not mean 
any personal detraction, but the distinguished 
general who now bears aloft the banner of the 
Whig party went there with his army. He had 
fought upon the Niagara frontier, and he had 
conquered the proud hosts of Britain. He had 
met the enemy in many pitched battles, but when 
he came in contact with these negroes and In- 
dians his military fame was of no repute. His 
laurels drooped, his plumes fell, and his colors 
trailed in the dust; he could not conquer them. 
With all the energy and all the power, all the in- 


fluence and all the skill and tact which he pos- | 


sessed, he was quite unable to subdue them. He 
gave up the contest and left the field. 

Sir, it was only by stratagem and by the viola- 
tion of our most solemnly pledged faith that these 
persons finally fell victims to the inexorable spirit 
of slavery. When it was found that no army 
could conquer them, recourse was had to decep- 
tion, fraud, and corruption. I do not say it was 
intended by the officers then incommand. Agents 
were sent to tell them to come in, and that if they 


would surrender by capitulation they should be | 


secured in their persons and property. I call the 


serious attention of the House and the country to || 


the fact that General Jesup, acting as our com- 
mander in Florida, on the 6th of March, 1837, 
entered into a solemn compact and article of capit- 
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ulation with these very identical negroes and their 
allies, the Florida Indians, securing them in their 
persons and property, and the faith of the nation 
was pledged to them in that compact. It is in the 
fifth article of the capitulation, and is as follows: 

‘* General Jesup, in behalf of the United States, agrees 
that the Seminoles and their allies (distinctly recognizing 
these negroes as the allies of the Seminole Indians, and they 
were recognized as such throughout) who come in and emi 
grate to the West shall be secure in their lives and prop 
erty.”? 

That was the pledge of this Government, and 
the negroes came in and surrendered; they were 
transported west, and when they arrived at the 
further boundary of Arkansas, they found that 
they were not to be protected upon the lands of 
the Creeks, and they stopped upon the Cherokee 
territory. They had no territory of their own, 
and they dared not go within the Creek jurisdic- 
tion, because they would be enslaved. ‘The Cher- 
okees were dissatisfied with it, and complained to 
this Government. The Creeks were dissatisfied 
because the negroes did not come into the Creek 
country, in order that they might get their slaves, 
and hostilities were threatened in that country for 
four years. In 1845, a treaty was entered into 
between the Cherokees, the Creeks, the Semi- 
noles, and this Government, and in that treaty it 
was stipulated that the Seminoles should be per- 
mitted to go into the territory, and conduct their 
own affairs. The Creeks bound themselves not 
to molest them or their negroes, and this Govern- 
ment agreed to pay a certain sum to each, and to 
the Cherokees, as compensation for the stipula- 
tions mentioned. Alli questions of property, in- 
cluding the question of the freedom of these ne- 
groes, were, by mutual consent, to be referred to 
the President of the United States. This question 
of the freedom of the negroes was in issue there, 
and it was settled by the solemn stipulation of the 
Creek Indians, that they would submit it to the 
Executive of the United States. In obedience to 
that stipulation, the Seminoles and these negroes 
went into and settled in the Creek territory. 

As was stated yesterday by the gentleman from 
Arkansas, [Mr. Jounson,] the colored people had 
their settlements there by themselves, and contin- 
ued in the enjoyment of all the comforts of civil- 
ized life for five or six years. In 1847-’48, the 
Creeks sent forward their claim against this Gov- 
erment for the $141,000. You will recollect, Mr. 
Chairman, that that money had been paid over to 
the slaveholders of Georgia, in 1834. -Well, sir, 
the Creeks renewed their claim. In 1847, I re- 
fused to vote for a Whig Speaker, and in conse- 
quence of that | was removed from the post of 
chairman of the Committee on Claims, which I 
had held under prior Whig rule, and was trans- 
ferred to the seventh or eighth member on the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, where, I believe, I had 
the pleasure of serving with the gentleman from 
Arkansas, [Mr. Jounson.] This identical claim 
of the Creek Indians was referred to myself, and 
therefore | know something about it. I found that 
the Indians had a clear and indisputable right to 
the $141,000, and I therefore made a report in favor 
of the claim; this House and the Senate passed it, 
and the Indians received their money. After they 
had received that money, in 1852, in violation of 
their compact, in violation of all the solemnities of 
their treaty, and of all the dictates of humanity, 
they, with armed force and violence, seized from 
seventy to one hundred of these negroes, enslaved 
them, sold them into bondage, and there they now 
remain. They attempted to seize upon the others, 
and there was fighting, and bloodshed, and civil 
war, in order that they might obtain possession 
of these persons and send them to eternal servi- 
tude. And there, sir, was the Executive of this 
nation looking on with folded arms and seeing 
these outrages perpetrated, and the pledged faith 
of this Government to secure these people in their 
lives and property violated and trampled under 
foot. Sir, had we thus violated our solemn com- 
pacts with any other people or nation on earth, as 
we have that which we entered into with these 
negroes, we would have cast upon our history a 
stain which no time could erase. A portion of 
these negroes attempted to flee to Mexico under the 
celebrated chief Wild Cat, but they were pursued, 
a battle was fought, and many were slain on both 
sides, but the gallantry of these heroic negroes 
was too powerful for negro-catchers. They es- 
caped, and are now safe in Mexico, and we shall 
hear from them and their children to the third and 
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fourth generation. Another portion is said to 
have gone northward and found a resting-place 
in Canada. 

Sir, I believe that of the five or six hundred of 
these persons who went west, notone now remains 
in that Territory. They are no longer under our 


jurisdic tion, theirstory istold,and theirhistory may 


now be written. A more romantic history does not 
exist upon the records of this or any other nation. 
For nearly three generations these people have 
been fighting and contending for the rights which 
God had given them. During that whole time the 
arm of this Government has been raised to enslave 
them. Our money has been poured out by way 
of appeasing their oppressors. The very men 
who murdered these negroes in 1816 received, 
during the last session of the Twenty-fifth Con- 
cress, a bonus—a gratuity of more than $15,000 
for thus murdering and massacring their fellow- 
men. Our Treasury has been drained to enslave 
these people; but, sir, the arms of this civilized 
Government were unable to effect it. And until 
we violated our faith—until we disregarded our 
01 npac t, and sent them within the power of the 
Creeks, and there left them to become victims of 
those savages, they maintained their liberty. 

Now, Mr. Chairman,I have accomplished what 
I intended. I intended to give the country these 
facts without embellishment, and without 
into particulars more than was necessary. The 
President should have informed us. Indeed, we 
ought to have been permitted to introduce resolu- 
tions calling for official information on this subjec i 
but efforts to suppress agitation has cut off al 
chance for obtaining information in this mode. I 
have had a resolution calling for this information 
in my desk since the commencement of the ses- 
sion. 

Mr. Chairman, I.may have mistaken some of 
the facts in this history which I have given, but I 
think 1 have not. I believe I have given them 
correctly, in dates, names, and places. If I have 
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mistaken any point, I trust others will set me 
right. 
Mr. SWEETSER. Mr. Chairman, my design 


in rising this morning is to present a few consid- 
erations to the committee, touching the appropria- 
that is asked for the Menomonee Indians of 
Wisconsin. It will be recollected by those mem- 
bers who were present last evening, that I made a 
point touching the conduct of the recent Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs, (Colonel Medill.) It was 
well known to you and the House at the time, that 
it was without examination and without consulta- 
tion in relation to the facts upon which it was pred- 
icated. I have the satisfaction this morning of in- 
forming the committee and the country, that upon 
examination of the report which is submitted to 
the House by the present Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, | am fully sustained in the construction 
that I put upon the conduct of the late Commis- 
sioner, Colonel Medill. And, without attempting 
to go into anything like the controversy that seems 
to exist between the late Commissioner and the 
honorable gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Fircu, | 
who made, as | conceive, an attack upon him yes- 
terday, I desire now, in the few moments that 
are allowed me, to place a correct statement of the 
facts connected with the case before this committee 
and before the country. 

The substance of the charge made yesterday 
was, that Colonel Medill had, i in negotiating the 
treaty with the Menomonee Indians of Wisconsin, 

1848, practiced a fraud upon that tribe; and the 
inference to be drawn from the manner in which 
the charge was made is, that he acted knowingly 
and w antonly i in the perpetration of a fraud. In 
the defense of th e Commissioner, I then stated that 
the data upon which he acted, was a proper one, 
and that the appropriation which was now asked 
in this bill, did not depend upon the truth or false- 
hood of the charge which was made by the hon- 
orable gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Fircu] 
against Colonel Medill. But, in order to be ex- 
plicit with regard to the point to which I rose this 
morning, I will read so much of the report of the 
present Commissioner of Indian Affairs as relates 
to this particular item—the conduct of the late 
Commissioner, Medill, in relation to this treaty. 
I ask the attention of the committee, and of all 
those gentlemen who feel an interest in this sub- 
ject, to the point which I here present. [ will not 
take up the time of the committee by reading the 
whole report, but only such portions of it as “refer 


tion 


to the matter [ am now noticing. After going on 
to state that, prior to the time of Mr. Medill’s 
going to Wisconsin to make a treaty with these 
Indians, the Attorney General was called upon to 
examine the several treaties made with the various 
tribes of Indians in the country conturuous to the 
Menomonees, to ascertain the data upon which 
they were founded, and to report; which report 
was to furnish the precise data upon which Mr. 
Medill was authorized act, and to which the 
instructions of the Executive Department of the 
Government was attached, the present Commis- 
sioner says: 

‘After this opinion of the Attorney General was given, 
the Secretary of War issued his instructions to the com 
missioner Who was appointed to negotiate the treaty. These 
instructions were dated September l4th, 1548, and con 
tained the following directions, to wit 

‘ In consequence of the conflict and confusion as to the 
‘true boundaries of the Menomonee country within th 
* limits of the State of Wisconsin, I have taken the opinion 


‘ of the Attorney General of the United States on the sub 
* ject, and inclose to you a copy for your information. The 
‘ President is disposed to treat the Indians with kindness 


* and liberality ; and while the extreme claims ofthe Menom 
‘ onees to territory already purchased by the United States 
‘ from the Chippewas and Winnebagoes cannot be recog 
* nized, you may, if a treaty can be effected at @ cost per 
‘acre of the estimated quantity of land within the limits 
‘ suggested by the Attorney General, not exceeding that 
‘ paid by the United States under the treaty with the 
‘ onees of September 3, 1836, provide in the treaty for the 
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*‘ purchase of all their claims to lands in Wisconsin, aud 
*‘ stipulate for the payment of a sum not exceeding the same 
‘ratable price as in the same treaty above referred to; the 
* quantity of land estimated to be within these limits, and 


to form the basis of your calculation of price, is three mil 
‘ lions twenty-three thousand and eight hundred acres.’ 

*‘ Accompanying these instructions there was a map, pre 
pared at the Topographical Bureau under the direction of 
this office, in accordance with the foregoing opinion of the 
Attorney General. The area marked out on the map as the 
Menomonee tract, was estimated to contain the number of 
acres mentioned in the instructions, to wit, 3,023,800 acres. 

“ On the 12th of December, 1848, the commissioner of 
the United States reported to the Secretary of War that he 


had consummated the treaty. He said 

‘ You will perceive that the Menomonees cede to the 
* United States all their lands in the State of Wisconsin, 
‘ without any reservation whatever; and that the resolu 
‘tion of the Senate of the 3d of March, 1843, has, in all 
‘ other respects, been strictly observed.’ ”” 

‘The second article is in these words, to wit 

‘The said Menomonee tribe of Indians agree to cede, 


‘and do hereby agree to cede, sell, and to relinquish, to the 
‘ United States, all their lands in the State of Wisconsin, 
‘ wherever situated.’ 

As preliminary to the making of this treaty, the ques 
tion was submitted to the Attorney General of the United 
States, to determine the extent and quantity of the lands 


owned by these Indians. He gave an opinion on the 13th 
of September, 1848, in which he examined the several trea 
ties previously made with the Menomonees, and the agree 
ment between them and other tribes in relation to their 
boundaries.”’ 


This treaty was submitted to the Senate of the 
United States, and at a subsequent session it was 
ratified. Up to that time there had not beena 
whisper against the conduct of Colonel Medill, or 
a charge made of fraud in connection with the 
treaty | have referred to. 

A Memser. Up to what time: 

Mr. SWEETSER. Up to 
session of 1848 and 1849. 

A Memeber. Was that immediately 
treaty: 

Mr. SWEETSER. It was. Now, sir, 1 am 
here to-day for the purpose of asserting, without 
fear of contradiction, that the Executive branch 
of the Government, with the present intelli 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, do appeal 
to this House to make this appropriation pre- 
dicated upon the ground assumed by my hon- 
orable friend from Indiana, [Mr. Fircu,] yester- 
day. They put it officially the ground 
which I cane yester¢ de ry —the at the data upon 
which the commissioner acted was imperfect— 
that there was a conflict of opinion in re to 
the extent of land which the Menomonees held in 
Wisconsin. But he was instructed to purchase 
that territory at a sum not exceeding the sum 
paid to them by a prior treaty made in 1836. 
These facts are all fully sustained by the eviden@e 
on file. 

Now, sir, when we come to the charge made by 
the honorable gentleman from Indiana, I will admit 
that there is a conflict of testimony; that individ- 
uals had attempted to set aside this testimony; 
and have sought to avoid it altogether, and that it 
is predicated upon the testimony to which the hon- 
orable gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Puers] 
alvertéd on yesterday. I will not take up the 


the subsequent 


after the 


rent 


not 


upon 


' 
ation 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


time of 


the 
tne 


cause I do not deem it 
before I sit down, a sect 


committee to read al! 


this 


important But 


the present Commissioner of Indian 


order to sh 


appropriation 


purpose is 


not unkn 


ow the 


not to 


own to far 


[ think three or fi 


upon this floor. 


during the 


the opinion of a 
country w! 


of the 
never exist 
tegrity, so 
pear hed. 
Subsequ 
convention 
Lie was 
tion, and 


called to 


A imin 


ed unde 
far as 


true 


is SOU 


He was subse q 
istration of My 
position of Commissioner of India 
large 


ently, he 
to remodel the ex stit 


was, 


the pres 


pos ul 
rht by the Depar 


‘ 


e. For 
Congresses he 


uent 


portion oi 
I 


0 knew im, a vet 


the Govern ent 


l know, has ve 


was elected ‘a 


afterwards, almost 


nominated for Lieutenant Gover 


which posi 
false to the duty | owe to the constituent 
sent upon this floor, to whon 
and so favorably known, if I did 


so lone 
in my plac 
country, 


acts of M 


Affairs, were 
In this ec 


well says, 
Menor 
in rel 
charge 
port, and 
character, 


' 
tne 


ation 


what 


is sust 


tion he 


re and ste 
l know to be the fa 


now occuples > 


» Mr. Me 


il¢ to this Hoi 


I Medill, as (‘ommissio 


mnect 
that, 
nonees, 
to the 


pred 


with 
situated as 
Indians of 
ained, it 
it being of that 


1 feel it 


ated 


I will stat 


a feeble tribe 


my duty, I feel 


say this: he isi 


1817 


repor 


I will 


go further into the 


Colonel Medill than te 


a considerat 


by every consideration of public dut 


the facts 
I will not 


call the particular attention of the 
‘ By the treaty of I831, 


ner in whic 
tribe should 


The provisi 


‘The be 


*ment, of t 
‘the cessor 
* Menomon 

oining the 


‘ river, will 


‘ ground, un 


rpe lien 
Menor 


upou 


‘deem it e 
* the 
‘ ately, 
‘ment op 
paid to the 


would 


take 


h the 


be subsequently 
to this effec 


on 
vundary, 
he M« 
is hereinb 
ees ” « | 


farming ¢ 


remain to 
til the Pre 


se 


ssess it 


Menom 


the United States 
‘ Subsequent treaties did not abrogat 


ision, and 
do full just 
gested, that 


President should have 
id by mere 
President 
‘the Men 


a treaty, ar 


that is, whe 
tinguish the 
“diately, 
Government to possess it 


der it imme 


mode 
title 
dent It s 
the 
United Sta 
the 
the 


whole « 


Preside 


‘Should t 


ary 
of the 
whether in 
payments 


‘I In fixingt 
structions which preceded the 


1848, and 
consumma 
‘The 
dill, after 
Polk to tre 


Me morn, 


pow ery 


shall be 


Secre 


by it 
ice to 


justify 
up the 
reading more than what the 
says of the conflict 


lands 


rkithh, 


tribe 
being notified of the 


nee tribe, to 


ample 
these 


me, to rey 
time of the 
present ( 


ing testimony. 


provision was ma 
set apart as the fut 
acquired by 

{ Was as (oOllow 
ws stated and define 


nomonee countryv, W 


made to the | 
as their country,’ th 
muntrv, On the est 


them, a ner 


» extinguish their tit 


promised 


The addition 


power is given to t 
Indians {tisr 


the clear meaning of this pro 


n the 
title 


ays, * the 
nee 
tes.’ 
juestc 
nt 


money or 


he 


to the 
ted 


informing 
at the 


of compensation, or the 
is extinguished. 


trihe 
hin tie 


Presiden 


made, W 


no 
report oft the ¢ 


tary of 


notice ; tor it say 
ull dee 


nonee trit 


power to ¢ xtinguish ft 


ul 


ion of the report ma 
| 


re 


ue 


Affaire, 


iy tranest 





part 


ide of 


lent of f¢ i te 


mit ex 


upon being notified of th 





his is also to be fixed 


iditior nnuily th 


, to he fixed by the Pi 
By this it was evi 


ands, and subye 


nnuily, the 
goods, 
| have to be 
unt, it may be 


negotiatior 


War, in 


him of 


his instru 


the dispe 


Indians with kindness 


rected him to effect a treaty, at a cost, p 
timated quantity of : 


United States under treaty wil 
and esti 
basis of his calculation of price, at 3 
“ By the 
the report of the Commissioner, U 
he United State for 


tember 3d, 


ceded tot 


were to receive the sum of > 
payment would, 
acres arm 
whi 


3,023,800 


tiated the treaty, 


sum of 835 
he was authorized to offer. 


1836,” 


treaty of 


10.000, 


as stated by 
unt 


land, ‘not exce ’ 
the Mi 
mated the " 
"2 
sept mber 
which 
791,510 50 
the Co 


to So 1.840 He 


t decide to exe et) 
ted in him by the treaty 
tdditional 


ind the s« rai ¢ 


y 


A 


th 
T. 


lates 


nm the 


U acre 
td, 1AA6, at 
rat 4,154,. 
the 


appear 


Py 
mM) mm 


Menome 


n which t 


e 
} 


ad, 


by 


his 


My 


‘ 
of 1 


the 


t 
Mu 


! ‘ 
1 cisere 


payn 
a. 


letermine 
well to refert 


6 


were 


mees 


‘iimilar.rate of 
make the 
nowever, 


mmiseioner, 


nego 


h ac quire d for the United States all 
the lands claimed by the Menomoneesin Wisconsin, f 
a sam far short of the maximum which 
The number of acres, 


r the 


it ap 


pears from the same report, exceeded the estimate of the 
being about 4,000,000; 


Secretary 


of War, 


and 


this 


latte 












































































































































































































































oan 


an 
pa ee 


ee 


eee, ected 


penempnnrie screidin wate 


ta 


1818 


quantity, ata rate similar te that paid in the treaty of lado, 
would amount to #750,45d. 

‘tt appears, then, by the treaty of 1495, the price paid 
for the 4.184.920 acres was 18 9-J0th cents per acre; at the 
enme rate, only 1,851,851 acres would have been acquired 
for the @350,000, paid under the treaty of 1848. It is al 
leged, however, by the Indians, that Mr. Medill stated that 
they owned only 1,600,000 acres, and that he was paying or 
offering them more for their lauds than he was authorized 
by the President to offer. When, therefore, it is consid 

red that 1.600.000 acres, at the marimum which the Com 
missioner was authorized to offer, amounts to $302,400, 
aud that itis alleged that he told the Indians he was agree 
ing to pay more than he was authorized to pay, there is rea 
son to believe, and itis in evidence, that such a statement 
was made to them; and although it does not appear that 


they were deceived by itin regard to the quantity which 
the pwned or claimed, yetit may be worthy of considera 
tion. in connection with the other facts and circumstances, 


in determining the additional compensation proper to be 
ved them 

‘itis known that these people are helpless and depend 
ent Great dissatisfaction exists among them by reason of 
the treaty of 1848, The impression which generally pre 
vails among our own citizens in their vicinity is, that they 
have been hardly dealt with, and that the terms of their 
contract bear heavily uponthem. The lands which, by the 
treaty of 1848, they had surrendered, are exceedingly val 
vable, and in extent. as computed at the General Land 
Otliee, exceed five millions of acres. To pay them now, 
what the Goveroment under the administration of Presi 
dent Polk was willing to pay, is the least, taking all the 
circumstances into consideration, which, in the opinion of 
this office, it should do. The quantity then estimated to 
form the basis of Mr. Medill’s calewlation of price was 

023,800 acres, This, at the maximum which he was au 
thorized to pay, would umount to 8571840; and this isthe 
least sum, after deducting the $350,000 already paid, 
which, in my opinion, the Government ought to pay, or 
which would satisfy the Indians. Wath this amount of 
,diditional annuity, properly applied, it is believed they 
would be content; Ut will satisfy them thatthe Government 
designs to do them justice, and will so impress them with 
a sense of gratitude, as to make them more obedient to 
those instrumentalities which may in future be employed 
to bring them under the influence of civilization and Cliris- 
trait 

‘ Futimately connected, too, with the settlement of this 
question 1s the fact, that the period is rapidly approaching 
when these Indians will have to remove trom their present 
residence to the one provided tor them west of the Missis 
sippi. ‘The expenses of their removal they will themselves 
have to defray, and thisis an additional reason why the 
most favorable consideration should be given to their peti 
tion for retiei Besides affording them the means of re 
moving, a knowledge that an additional annuity had been 
granted to them would, no doubt, have a most beneficial 
eflectin conciliating their good will, and leading them toa 
more ready acquiescence inthe policy and measures of the 
Government in regard to their future management. 

‘The papers submitted by you are herewith returned, 
together with the memorial of the * Christian party’ of the 
Menomonees, and the statements in answer thereto. to 
which reference has been made in the foregoing. 

‘Very respectiully, your obedient servant, 

L.. LEA, Commissioner.” 





Now, Mr. Chairman, the question is presented 
to this House, who hold the equitable conscience 
of the nation, upon the ground that it is not only 
free from objection, so far as the charge of fraud 
is concerned, but it ippeals to the equitable con- 

cience of this House and the country, whether, 
after this mistake has been made—a mistake 
which, between man and man in the ordinary 
tribunals of the country, would authorize a court 
of competent jurisdiction to decree a relief—they 
will give the relief which is asked for; whether 
they will make the appropriation which the Exec- 
ulive branch of the Government, after three or 
four years examination, have determined is just 
and equitable towards this defenseless and inoffen- 
sive people. hope, sir, the appeal is not made 
1 will not hesitate to render all the aid I 
can give, in the discussion of this question; and 
if | were permitted to remain here, would give 
my vote cheerfully for this appropriation. But I 
say in my place here, itis not nec essary to make 
a charge against any person in connection with 
this treaty. Here has been an obvious mistake, 
as subsequent examination has demonstrated, and 
all that is now asked for is, to do what the Gov- 
ernment designed to do in theorigin of this trans- 
action—to make this people whole for the territory 
which they have conveyed to the United States. 
1 hope it will be done, as a matter of rieht and 
justice, 

Mr. FITCH. TI will not consume the time of 
the House in answering the zentlem: an from Ohio, 
[Mr. Sweerser.] I made no attack upon his 
constituent, Mr. Medill. I eave sleaply a history 
mostly from the official record, and all sustained 
by that record, of his treaty with the Menomo- 
nees and its results. If that is to be construed into 
an attack, the gentleman (Mr. Sweerser]} had 
better direct his efforts to procuring a change in 
the record, or limit his defense to a denial of its 
correctness or authenticity. 


im Vain. 





The gentleman him- || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


self has quoted from the record matter which will 
not much benefit his constituent. He spe iks ofa 
mistake which is to exonerate Mr. Medill from 
blame. The idea of a mistake originated with Mr. 
Bruce, the sub-agent. He is the witness I men- 
tioned yesterday who made a written statement 
de signed to defend Mr. Medill. In that statement 
he says if a mistake was made by Mr. Medill, it 
was owing to the maps before him. This was 
said for the purpose of defending Mr. Medill from 
a charge of having attempted to deceive the In- 
dians. But Mr. Bruce said too much for a suc- 
cessful defense of his friend, for, by calling our 
attention toa mistake, he leads us to inquire what 
kind of a mistake it was. We find Mr. Medill 
admitting, that while he was on the ground, he 
discovered a mistake which increased the pos- 
sessions of the Indians from 3,023,800 acres to 
4,000,000 acres. But did he give them the ben- 
efit of this mistake? On the contrary, he told 
them they had but 1,600,000, and refused to pay 
them for more than that! Ifthe gentleman [Mr. 
SweetseR] can make for him no better defense 
than a mistake, silence would be a mercy to him. 
jut mistake has nothing to do with the case before 
us. Weare dealing witha result which is not 
denied. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time has arrived at 
which this debate is to terminate. No further 
discussion will be allowed, except under the rule 
in relation to amendments. 

Mr. COBB. It is suggested to me that I did 
wrong In my action this morning in reference to 
the deficiency bill. And whenever | am satisfied 
that | am wrong, or have done wrong, [ am will- 
ing to mi ike proper repar ation. I objec ted this 
morning to the consideration of the deficiency bill, 
from my anxiety to proceed with the private bus- 
iness we then had under consideration. 

Now, sir, from the urgent necessity for the 
passage of that bill—and for the reason, as the 
gentleman from Alabama {[Mr. Houston] says, 
that the Senate have nothing before them—lIl am 
going to move that the committee rise, that we 
may go back to the House, in order that the chair- 
mati may propose to take up that bill, and that 
the House may consider it. We then can come 
back into committee upon this bill, or we can pro- 
ceed to the consideration of business on the Pri- 
vate Calendar, as the House may think best. 

' move that the committee rise. 

The question was then taken, and the motion 
was agreed to. 

The committee ace ordingly rose, and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the chairman reported 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union had had the state of the Union gener- 
ally under consideration, and er ntgy House 
bill No. 43, ** making appropriations for the In- 
dian Department for the year ending 30th of June, 
1853,’ and had made progress, but come to no 
conclusion thereon. 

DEFICIENCY BILL. 

Mr. HOUSTON. With the consent of the 
House, I wish to take up the deficiency bill which 
has been returned from the Senate. There are a 
few matters of difference between the two Houses, 
which I will explain in a very few words, and then 
ask the House to vote upon them. 

The first subject of disagreement between the 
two Houses I will read. It is this: 

‘* For presents and provisions for Indians visiting super- 
intendents on official business, $1,000.”’ 

Also, 

“For traveling expenses of the superintendent and the 
necessary attendants, $2,500.” 

These two items were among the original amend- 
ments of the Senate, but were stricken out by the 
House. The Senate did not concur in the action 
of the House in striking them out. The expla- 
nation which I heard made i in the Senate on yes- 
terday, in reference to them, appeared satisfactory 
to me. A large number of treaties have been made 
with the California Indians, which have been re- 
jected by the Senate. The next steamer for Cali- 
fornia carries out the news of the rejection of those 
treaties, and the Department is exceedingly anx- 
ious that it should have this amount of money, for 
the purpose of sending the superintendent, along 
with the news, with presents, to pacify the Indians 
upon the receipt of that intelligence. 

The second disagreement between the two 
Houses is this: The Senate amended the original | 
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bill of the House in the section relating to the 
Texas Indians, by an amendment which directed 
the $25,000 to be appropriated to the removal of 
such Indians in Texas as ** have intruded themselves 
into that Slate from the territories of the United 
States.’?’ The House amended that provision by 
striking out these words, so that the $25,000 would 
have been applicable to the negotiation and re- 
moval of all the Indians in Texas. The Senate 
insist upon a concurrence with their original prep- 
osition, and | heard the argument there yesterday, 
and | was satisfied that that proposition was right, 
The argument was this: that if we now make this 
appropriation to commence a negotiation with the 
Indians of ‘Texas, who really belong to Texas, 
and with whom the Government of the United 
States have nothing to do, we will thereby assume 


jurisdiction and involve ourselves in interminable 


trouble and expense in regard to them. ‘The Sen- 
ate, therefore, insist upon their amendment. 

T he next item, Mr. Speaker, is in regard to the 
Louisville custom-house. The House amended 
the-original amendment of the Senate by appro- 
priating $43,700 for the completion of the Louis- 
ville custom-house. The Senate reduces that ap- 
propriation to $16,000; and they did it, as I under- 
stand, upon this ground. I did notget the oppor- 
tunity, when this subject was under discussion in 
the House, of having the letter of the Secretary 


| of the Trea: sury read, because my friend from 


Kentucky [Mr. Marsnat1] objected to it. When 
we were in committee the Chair decided that I had 
no right to debate the subject, because the gentle- 
man who preceded me had debated it. 

The Secretary of the Treasury recommended, 
in regard to all these custom-houses at Pittsburg, 
Cincinnati, St. Louis, Bath, Mobile, Bangor, and 
Norfolk, that in each case Congress should appro- 
priate, in addition to the amount already app ropri- 
ated, a sum sufficient to pay what had been ex- 
pended in purchasing the sites. All the other 
custom-houses have received that appropriation. 
We have appropriated for the Pittsburg and Cin- 
cinnati custom- Scenes what the lots have cost; 
and at all the other places we have appropriated 
what the estimates of the Department called for, 
except to the custom-house at Louisville, and 
there we have appropriated $43,700. As I[ un- 
derstand, the letter of the Secretary, which was 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
proposed this appropriation of $16,000 for the 
Louisville custom-house. Since that time the 
Secretary has written a letter to the honorable 
member who represents the Louisville d strict, 
[Mr. Marsuatu,] in which he adopts a plan the 
estimate of which requires $43,700. That esti- 
mate never reached the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and it never reached the House, except 
by reference made to it by my friend, [Mr. Mar- 
suaLu.| I think the Senate have done right in 
their action, and that is the unanimous opinion of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, as far as we 
have had a committee this morning. 

It is true that the lot in Louisville cost only 
$16,000, while at Cincinnati the lot cost, I under- 
stand, more than $50,000. The lot cost $58,000, 
but the citizens made up the $8,000; which re- 
duced the cost to $50,000, and in that case the 

| appropriation is $50, 000. If this appropriation of 
$16,000 is agreed to in regard to the Louisville 
custom-house, then the custom-houses at that 
place, at Cincinnati and Pittsburg, will stand 
precisely upon the same footing, each one having 
$75,000 for building the house. 

There are two other amendments. The Senate 
have added this new amendment: 

** For per diem compensation and mileage of Senators, 
members of the House of Representatives, and Delegates, 
$50,000. 

It is ptoper for me to say to the House, that 
this $50,000, added by the Senate, is for the pur- 
pose of supplyi ing a deficiency by the abstraction— 
by the taking of that amount from the original ap- 
propriation ‘for constructive mileage. But what 
can this House do? Is it possible for us to con- 
trol a coérdinate branch of the Legislature? The 
money is gone, and it may be proper enough for 
us to dicuss it, and, if we choose, to condemn the 
act, as I do, as an improper act upon the part of 
the Senate; and, although it may be proper enough 
to condemn it, and say we disapprove of it, yet 
can we control the Senate? If the Senate see fit 
| to stand up for its present pay, as a matter of 
| course this bill will fail. And if this bill should 
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be lost, it would be put in some other bill. The 
constructive mileage has already been taken by 
Senators who intend to take it, and it is gone. 
This appropriation is for the pay of mileage and 
ner diem for this session. 
' Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. If this ts 
allowed, cannot they claim a credit this year, upon 
what they have abstracted, as the gentleman calls 
it, the last? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not think that is a 
proper expre ssion. 

Mr. ST EVENS I think itis a proper word. 
I think it was abstracted: subtracted, and extracted 
wrongly. Ido not think it ought to be allowed. 
I think the ELouse oucht to insist upon disazree- 


ing to it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It is for the House to do as 
it sees fit upon the subject. 1 wish to lay the 
statement as fairly as | can before the House; but 
it is proper for me to say that it is 
us to defeat that appropriation. 
Che next amendment upon which the Senate 

t, is the amendment which you remember 
was discussed in committee, and is this: 

‘ Provided, That hereafter no expenses ineurred by a 
Territorial Legislature. shall be paid out of the Treasury ol 
the United States, unless previously sanctioned by law.’ 


impossible for 


nsIs 


‘he House defeated that proviso upon the 
cround thatthe law of 1842 covered it. It is true, 
that law does remedy the difficulty which existed 
before that day, and, as was well remarked by the 
Delegate from Minnesota, (Mr. Smiey,] whom | 
do not now see in his seat, we her e allowed a de- 
parture from that law; we have allowed a miscon- 
struction of that law, and we are ourselves respon- 
sible for the loose course of proceeding in regard 
to those Territories. It was well argued, in the 
Senate yesterday, that something else must be 
done besides notifying them we intend to adhere 
to the provisions of the law of 1842. The amend- 
ment can do no harm, if it does no good. I have 
now stated the disagreements. 

Mr. STUART. I wantto call the gentleman’s 
attention to the fact, as I understand it, that each 
House takes mileage for itself. The Committee 
on Mileage reports, and each House for itself de- 
termines this question, and determines it conclu- 
sively. Now, sir, whatever opinion may be en- 
tertained here in regard to paying constructive 
mileage of Senators, it is a matter this House has 
no control over, and a matter for which this House 
is in nowise responsible—not in the least degree. 
And I should be very sorry to have this House 
act upon a suggestion which has fallen from the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Stevens,} to 
refuse to concur in this amendment of the Senate 
for any such reason as he assigns. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. If the gen- 
tleman will allow me, I will inquire ofthe chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means whether 
we did not insert a clause in some bill last year 
making it a law to prevent constructive mileage? 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. This does not 
come into conflict with it. 

Mr. STUART. No doubt we may with the 
concurrence of the other House and the President 
—covering the whole legislative department of the 
country—change a law; but, sir, when that law is 
changed, each House again determines for itself 
what the law is. 

Mr. JOHNSON. My recollection of the pas- 
sage of that law is this: The Senate itself intro- 
duced the clause which cut off the constructive 
mileage last Congress. This case is not affected 
by that law at all—it is for constructive mileage 
anterior to the time of the passage of the law. 

Mr. STEVENS. It is for constructive mileage 
of last March. 

Mr. JOHNSON. After the law has passed? 

Mr. STEVENS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Well; I am unable to say 
anything in regard to that. 

Mr. FITCH. H Ap ening last Congress to be 
on the Mileage Committee, this matter fell under 
my observation, and I now rise merely for the 
pupose of giving information correctly with re- 
gard to this subject. A provision was introduced 
by the Senate into some bill cutting off construc- 
tive mileage for the sessions of the Senate that 
may be called on the 4th of March, 1853, and on 
the 4th day of March in every fourth year there- 
after. The design was to prevent Senators from 
drawing constructive mileage for that usual Exec- 





utive session called after the inauguration of a new | 


President. Last year’s session of the Senate was 
not one of that ch aracter, and therefore does not 
come under this provision of law. Senators chose 
to avail themselves of the old law and drew their 
constructive mileage. 

Mr. STUART. I did not rise for the purpose 
of discussing the propriety of any law, but sim] ly 


to state the fact, which I believe is, that this 


House cannot control this question, and that this 


House is not responsible for the pay of mileage to 
members of the Senate. Ea 
that question for itself. 

Mr. GENTRY. 
the principle. 

Mr. FITCH. So far as the existing law will 


his 


ch House determines 


This House can determine 


} 


But there is another t 


permit them, they can. ; 
in relation to this question of mileage which tt 
may be as well to state. It is perfectly immate- 
terial whether we admit or cut off the constructive 
mileage of the Senators for their last session; for 
even if we had it within our power to prevent 
them receiving the money now, their names are 
upon the record, and if they choose to, they may 
at any time hereafter draw the amount to which 
they are entitled should the regular appropriation 
for mileage cover the amount. Instances have 
occurred where it has been drawn years subse 
quently, and they wil 
Mr. HOUSTON, 
assumed by the gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. 
Srvart,] and the explanation of the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. Firen] of the law of 1851, are 
The law of the 3d of March, 18 


as follows: 


‘* Be it enacted hy the Senate and Hou 


occur. 


I am satisfied the positions 


correct. ais reac ls 


eof Representatives 


of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That from and after the passage of this act, no member ot 
the Senate shall be entitled to receive compensation tor his 


attendance at the Senate, in the recess of Congress, during 
such meeting of the Senate as may be called on the 4th day 
ot March, 1853, and on the 4th day of March in every fourth 
year thereafter, other than the eight dollars per diem for at 
tendance, now allowed by law: Provided, That this act 
shall not apply to a Senator, not a member of either House 
of Congress at the expiration of the Congress 
such called session of the Senate.’’ 


prece lng 


The law makes the question plain. 

Mr. FOWLER. I rise to a question of order. 
If I understand the chairman, the Senate have 
added an appropriation of $50,000 to the bill. My 
question of order is this: Whether the House, 
there being a new appropriation added by the 
Senate, can proceed to discuss and act upon it 
until it shall have been first referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union? 
1 make the question with great dé 
seems to be one worthy of consideration. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is the rule of the 
House very clearly, but unanimous consent was 
riven to consider the proposition. 

Mr. FOWLER. 
House was, that we might hear from the chairman 
the propositions that have been submitted by the 
Senate, and not that we should proceed to con- 
sider and act upon them. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair's recollection of 
the proceedings is, that the House gave its unani- 
mous consent to the consideration of the amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate. The House and 
Chair have been acting upon that understanding. 

Mr. FOWLER. If that is the understanding, 
I waive my question of order. I did not so under- 
stand, certain! 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will again call the attention 
of the House to a line in the law of March 3d, 
1851: 

** No member of the Senate shall be entitled to receive 
compensation for his attendance at the Senate, in the recess 
of Congress, during such meeting of the Senate as may be 
ealled on the 4th day of March, 1853, and on the 4th day 
of March in every fourth year thereafter.”’ 


ference, Dut it 


l understood the conse t of the 


This session of 1851 was a called se ssion, and 
held before the law took effect according to its con- 
ditions; so there can be no doubt about the law 
authorizing Senators to take the mileage provided 
for by the amendment. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. This ques- 
tion of constructive mileage is a mere construction. 
The law allows them actual mileage, and is it not 
competent for us at any time to refuse to make an 
appropriation to any branch of this Legislature 
for a demand for services never rendered ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. This House has power to 
do a great many things which [ think it improper 
for them to exercise. Now, the Committee of 
Ways and Means this morning, although the bill 
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was not referred to them in terms, sent for and 


acted upon these amendments heir action, to 
be sure, was informal: but that committee ul 

mousiy agreed to recommend 1 concurrence in the 
action of the Senate, and therefore the passage of 


the bill. 


Mr. JONES, he S ite’s amendment, with 
reference to the wtructive mi re, Was potuna 
imously agreed to in the committe 

Mr. HOI STON | may be pistaken a t 
that. Prol ably Une iieman Vv ted avrainst that, 
but the other re nmend s were unanimmot 
U nder the instructious f co ittee, | shall 
move to agres the t ‘ stam ,and to recede 
In two instances 

The SPEAKER The pe question is 
he motion to reterto the Con fthe Wh 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HOUSTON | withdraw that : 
ind propose concurrence ithe Senate’ : 
uid upon that motion demand th: V 
tion, 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. Mr. 
er 


Mr. HOUSTON. Iw y t to the 


man to make an explar on, st hold r omy 
richt to the flo lowever. 

Mr. MARS SHALL I will not aces t} 
erty the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means proposes to extend to me, as 
ber of this H is ,and I throw myself 1} 
pleasure of the House, that he not ci e 
previous que tion upon me 
' The SPEAKER. The gentleman from A 
bama is still upon the floor. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I understood the ger 
man to tender to withdraw s call for the pre 
vious question, ft the purpose f allow 
make an explanation. I desire to reply that I 
want to make some remarks with revard to thy 
appropriation for the Louisville custom-house | 
want to be heard upon that; and Iw tthe HH ‘ 
to disagree to the amendment of ( senate 


that particular. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I donot know what the 
tleman means. Ido not want, of course, to 
clude him from making his explanatior lw 
h rwever, to retain the floor tor e pu nae © 
retting this bill through. , 

MARSHALL. The Senate h ome 
suddenly economical, ind, for the f t time 
I have been in the | iblie service, has reduced 
appropriation made by the Llouse of Represe: 


tives. Weare told by the honorable chairm 
Ways mda Means, that n elfectine this ret 





tion in the case of the Louwisy c 

the Senate has mere ly cut do i ‘ I y 

to the po t recon mended } V the Se re wy ot 
Treasury, and to the original intent of the 

that the amount remaining for the erection « f 
building at Louisville reimburses al! that was « 
pended from the orig ub appropriation for the 


and that the amount cut off was an extravaga 


into which J have led House. 

Mr. Speaker, the law ordered custom-houses, 
&c., to be built at Louis lle, St. Loui » § - 
nati, Pittsburg, Mo é \ Dama, l N orf ' 
in Virgin Toe ich ¢ rth five ports fir tneamed 


the sum of $75,000 were appropriated. I under- 
stood atthe time, it was desig: ed that the eround 
should be purchased, and the building erected 
with the sum appropriated. 
Cincinnati, the Secretary so cor 
to allow $75,000 to be approp 
alone, regardless of the cost of the g 
at the other points the law was construed 
$75,000 was to cover the total expenditure. bot 
for the ground and building. The a 


for Mobile was $100,000, for Norfolk $50,000, 
with a clear and explicit declaration t 

ease the appropriation should pur e the t 
and erect the building. If the idea which guided 
the committees of Congress was to restore merely 
the expenditure which has been made for a site, | 
should liketo know from the ho ve chairman 
of the Ways and Means, who is e member from 
Alabama, why the rule was not applied in the case 
of Mobile? The expenditure for a site in that 


town was only $12,500, but the appropriatic 
year is $100,000 for the custom-house in addition 
to $100, 000 last year I should like to know why 
the rule was not applied by the chairman of the 
Committee on Finance in the Senate to the cass 


of Norfolk in Virginia, 


I 
' 
4 


where nothing of the 
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appropnation of last year ($50,000) was spent and 
no site has been purchased—no plan of building 
idopted, and for which $50,000 are now appro- 
priated additionally without starting a question in 
the committee of either House? 

Mr. Speaker, to this suggestion it will be replied 
by the gendeman from Alabama, [Mr. Hovuston,] 
that the Secretary of the Treasury recommended 
oth the appropriations in the cases of Mobile and 
Norfolk which have been voted. Yes, he did, 
ind I rejoice that he did so, expressly in the case 
of Louisville, as will appear by the letter which I 
now to the Clerk’s mie to be read to this 
tLouse, which letter was before the Senate com- 
nittee when the reduction of the appropriation to 
416,000 was voted, and which letter had been ex- 
lubited to the gentleman from Alabama and other 
members of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
before they agreed to the reduction as made in the 
Senate. ‘The following is the letter: 

Treasury DerparTMENT, June 4, 1852. 

Sin: In reply to your verbal inquiries, with reference to 


send 


the progress that has been made towards the erection of a 
building, in the city of Louisville, for a custom-house, a 
poet ofiice, and other public offices, | have to state : 

ist. That commissioners were promptly appointed, to 


select a site for the building, in order that the intentions of 


the Government might be carsried out without unnecessary 
delay 
2d. That these commissioners selected a lot, for which 


the Government has paid the sum of #16,000. 

Jd. That architects were publicly invited to submit plans 
forthe building; and that two plans were received, one of 
which | was willing to adopt, ifthe building could be erected 
in accordance with it, durable and fire-proof, for the balance 

f the appropriation, (viz: $59,000;) and, 

ith. ‘That specifications and estimates were called for, 

un the architect by whom this plan was submitted, which 

pecifications and estimates have just been received. 

According to those, the building can be erected of brick 
ind wood for the residue of the appropriation on hand; but 
lure a structure of stone and ron, substantial and fire-proof 
from bottom to top, an expenditure of $102,700 is shown to 
be necessary. As asafe and durable building is desired, I 
would respectfully recommend an additional appropriation 
by Congress of the sum of 343,700, for the purpose of con- 
structing the same according to the plans and specifications 
ibove referred to. 

fam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOS. CORWIN, Secretary of the Treusury. 


Hon. Humpurey Marsuatn, House of Representatives. 


i came to this House with that letter in my 
possession, and asked for an appropriation of 
443,700 for the custom-house at Louisville, as the 
Secretary recommended, and then the chairman of 

Waysand Means opposed me, but this House, 
acting upon the recommendation of the Depart- 
ment, unhesitatingly voted the sum demanded, and 
thereupon Cincinnati, Pittsburg, St. Louis, and 
Norfolk came forward through their Represent- 
atives on this floor, and asked the appropriations 
which were granted them. Do you not know that 
had this House refused the appropriation to the 
Louisville custom-house which was asked by me, 
it would also have refused the rest? Could Mobile 
have received $100,000, or Norfolk $50,000, had 
the appropriation to Louisville of $43,700 been 
voted down in this House? Why, then, has the 
Louisville appropriation alone been selected as a 
mark by these committees? Why has the recom- 
mendation of Mr. Corwin been followed in every 
ther case than that of my district? 

The gentleman from Alabama (Mr. Houston] 
ittempts an explanation by referring to the re- 
marks of the Secretary of the Treasury, in sub- 
mitting his **annual estimates,’’ in which he says: 

‘The Department has plans for the custom-houses at 
Pittsburg and Louisville, which can probably be completed 
for the above sum of fifty thousand dollars each; but it is a 
matter of great doubt whether it is either economy, or in 
other respects good policy, to erect such buildings as can 
be constructed within that limit. It is to be recollected, 
that in these buildings, it is intended to accommodate not 
only the business of the custom-house, but also the post 
office, United States courts, the land offices, independent 
treasury, and any other of the Federal officers who may be 
hoeated in these places respectively. 

“ These cities are increasing so rapidly, that what might 
be considered sufficient accommodations for the above pur- 
poses at this time, will probably be entirely inadequate in 
the course of acomparatively very few years, and will then 
require to be extended or entirely rebuilt. It should also 
be an indispensable requisite in all public buildings to be 
hereafter erected, that they should be perfectly fire-proof, 
both from the interior and exterior; and it is but right 
und proper that such structures should be not only well and 
substantially built, but should, within reasonable limits, be 
finished in a handsome and ornamental manner, both inside 
and out. 
building of the necessary size, the cost of which is limited 
to fifty thousand dollars, is very apparent. Thatlimit would 
oblige the Department to the use of brick as a material, and 
to adopt plans which, though culled fire-proof, are not so 
completely such as should be the case with all public 
structures. Buildings for the above purpose, in every way 
suitable and proper, and with accommodations not only 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLO 


| Should be reduced from $43,700 to $16,000. 


That all these requisites cannot be obtained in a | 





sufficient for the present, but for the probable future wants 
of the Government for a long period, can be erected and 
furnished for seventy-five thousand dollars; and it is earn- 
estly recommended that such increased appropriations 
should be made. Another reason for granting this sum is, 
that it would prevent what might be cunsidered as an invid- 
ious distinction between these two cities and those of Cin- 
cinagati and St. Louis, where a larger amount has been ap 
propriated. 

** If Congress, however, should not think it advisable to 
grant that suin for Pittsburg and Louisville, contracts can 
be made for the buildings to cost not more than $50,000 
each, but for less than that amount the Department is con- 
vinced that it would be inexpedient and injudicious to at- 
tempt the erection of them. On this footing an additional 
appropriation of $16,000 would only be required for Pitts- 
burg, as the balance remaining of the appropriation for Lou- 
isville exceeds $50,000.” 


Mr. Speaker, you will perceive, by reading this 
communication from the Secretary, that only 
$16,000 is asked for Pittsburg, and nothing for 
Louisville—if it is the intention to erect houses 
costing only $50,000; but it is advised that the ap- 
propriations shall be expended in each case to 
$75,000, because the Department then supposed 
this sum would be sufficient to complete the plan 
which the Secretary had in view, and which was 
adopted for the Louisville custom-house. Subse- 
quently, however, the Secretary received the work- 
ing estimates from the architect whose design was 
approved, and that person informed him that 
$102,700 would be necessary to finish the house 
upon the plan proposed. ‘The Secretary then ad- 
dressed the letter to me which has been read by 
the Clerk, and recommended the appropriation 
necessary to build the house upon the plan prop- 
erly. 

| believe no plan for the custom-house at Cin- 
cinnati or St. Louis has been adopted, and I ven- 
ture the assertion that no plan will be executed in 
either city for $75,000. ‘The gentleman from Ala- 
bama pursues the suggestion of the Secretary, that 
$75,000 for the building will make all of our west- 
ern cities exactly equal in the favors received from 
Government, and therefore the additional appro- 
priation asked for the Louisville custom-house 


He 


goes on the principle that ‘* equality is equity,”? | 


and proposes, 1 presume, to divide fairly among us. 
Now, sir, | eschew that principle and repudiate it 
as a test of proper legislation. There is no reason 
why the custom-houses in the several cities named 
should be built upon the same plan, or should cost 
exactly the same amount of money. We should 
look at the wants of Government, at the probable 
future of your business at these several localities; 
and in arranging the buildings to be erected, we 
should act with enlightened forecast to meet the 
public wants, without regard to the particular 
amount spent here or there. But, if the idea of 
reserving equality, which the Secretary of the 
l'reasury suggested, and the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means repeated, is to be our 


guide, it imports, necessarily, that the buildings | 


shall be on the same plan in each locality. 

There remains a more difficult condition to be 
met with in this view. We must equalize the 
wages of labor and the prices of materials in each, 
in order that an equal sum of money may accom- 
plish the same amount of work in each. The mere 
suggestion of the idea exhibits the absurdity of 
pursuing any such rule. 
pursued, then be pleased to remember that $125,000 
have already been appropriated for the custom- 
house in Cincinnati, $100,000 for that at St. Louis, 
$105,000 for that at Pittsburg; and if the appro- 
priation I ask shall be granted, only $118,000 will 
have been appropriated at Louisville. If the 
commissioners at Cincinnati paid $50,000 for the 
site, and those at Louisville only $16,000, surely 


| our economy of the fund which was placed at 


our disposal should not operate against us. If 
Cincinnatians have paid a high price for ground, 
in order to erect their custom-house and post office 
in the most conspicuous place, ard the Louisville 
people have taken an obscurer site, in order to erect 
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tees have violated it by making an invidious dis- 
tinction against the commercial city in my district. 
They have disregarded, also, the recommendation 
of the Secretary, as exhibited in the letter read at 
the Clerk’s table. Can it be that gentlemen will 
apply to these buildings, which are intended for 

ost offices and court-rooms, as well as custom- 
Eaten: their old rule that, because Cincinnatiand 
Louisville are in the interior, the appropriations 
there should not be more than half as great to 
accomplish the purpose as they would be if the 
cities were situated on the sea-board? I have 
shown you the facility with which the committees 
appropriate for Mobile and Norfolk, and how 
they justify under the Secretary’s recommenda- 
tion. I show you how stringent they suddenly 
become when the appropriation is in the interior, 
and how they trample on the recommendation from 
the Treasury in the case. Upon what principle do 
these committees act ? 

Mr. HUNTER. Whatis the difference in the 
whole amount proposed to be appropriated be- 
tween Mobile and Louisville? 

Mr. MARSHALL. The whole amount ap- 
propriated to Mobile is $200,000. ‘The whole 
amount appropriated to Louisville will be $118,000. 


_ | imagine that my district collects three or four 


times as much revenue as the port of Mobile. We 
collect $78,000 a year in duties at the port of Louis- 
ville, and yet we are here higgling upon the ques- 
tion whether you shall expend an additional 
$27,000 upon the public buildings in Louisville. 
{am as much in favor of economy as any man, 
but I desire to see it dispensed with a proper 
hand, and in a proper manner. I trust that this 
House, under the circumstances, will not com- 
mence in their economy upon my city, but will 
disagree to this amendment at least, and give me 
the benefit of a committee of conference with the 
Senate. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Lou- 
isville [Mr. MarsHatt] has argued his case as if 
it were the Committee of Ways and Means who 
had made the discrimination of which he com- 
plains. In that he mistakes. This amendment 
originated in the Senate, and was intended not only 
to destroy a discrimination in his favor, but also 
to reduce the appropriation to the estimate of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. The gentleman very 
well knows that I have been endeavoring to get for 
him the $16,000 which he and the Secretary both 
said would be ample to build a suitable custom- 
house in Louisville. I was in favor of giving it 
to him, because, from the attention and investiga- 
tion I had given the subject, I thought it necessary 
and proper. The Secretary of the Treasury says 
it is necessary to appropriate this additional 
$16,000, in order to build and properly furnish a 
custom-house that shall be perfectly fire-proof, 
both from the interior and exterior. I believe the 
appropriation ought to be made, and_ endeav- 
ored to get the Committee of Ways and Means to 
come to thesame conclusion. But while this mat- 
ter (of these custom-houses) was under examina- 


|, tion by the Committee of Ways and Means, the 


But, sir, if it is to be | 


the finer house with the fund at their disposal, | 


each have exhibited the oor of their taste, 
and both should be indulged. If 


you mean to. 


treat them alike, when you now appropriate | 


50,000 for Cincinnati, you should bestow upon 
Louisville the same amount. That is essential 
upon the idea of * equality, in order to avoid in- 
vidious distinctions.” 
marked, there is nothing worthy of the American 
Congress in that idea of equality, as applied to 
these appropriations, and if there be, the commit- 


But, sir, as I before re- | 


Senate saw fit to act upon it, by providing for 
three, and leaving out the others. I have a right 
to speak of my own action in committee. My 
course has been equally fair towards all the cus- 
tom-houses proposed at the various points; and if 
the gentleman from Kentucky thinks otherwise, 
he can confer with any member of that committee 
on the subject. I stated, in the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, afew days since, 
that these custom-houses should be completed; 
and, while I believed it was improper to put any 
of them in this bill, yet, if any of the appropria- 
tions for custom-houses were to be retained, that 
they all stood substantially upon the same footing, 
and should all be rejected or retained. I do not 
say they are all equally necessary as custom- 
houses, for I do not so regard them; but, as they 
have all had partial appropriations, they should 
now have enough to finish them. I remain of that 
opinion, but it seems the gentleman has changed 
his mind. The Senate, as well as the Committee 
of Ways and Means, in this instance, have kept 
within the recommendation of the Secretary of the 
Treasury; and the document which has been read 
by the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Mar- 
SHALL] was never seen in the committee room. It 
is a recommendation sent to the gentleman him- 
self, and, I presume, at his own instance. It is 
true, it has been shown to me, within the last few 
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days, by the gentleman from Kentucky; but it 
never has been before the committee. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I showed it to you as 
chairman of the committee. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Iam unable to say in what 
capacity the gentlemen intended me to see it. I 
do not, however, regard itas a recommendation 
of the Secretary of the Treasury to this House, or 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. But my 
friend from Kentucky says they collect more rev- 
enue at Louisville than at the port of Mobile. 
Mr. Speaker, 1 fear he has not looked into the 
matter. Why did he not state how, and under 
what circumstances, the revenue is collected at 
Louisville and Mobile respectively, and the differ- 
ence in the duties of the collectors at each point? 
Where are the duties performed—I mean to ask, 
where are the services rendered upon which the 
revenue is collected at Louisville? Is it at Louis- 
ville? Not atall; all thatis done by the collector 
at Louisville is to receive the money. Louisville 
is a port of delivery, and not a port of entry; and 
every box or package of goods that goes to Louis- 
ville, Cincinnati, Pittsburg, St. Louis, or any 
other port above New Orleans, is entered at New 
Orleans, inspected there, and every particle of the 
work necessary to clear them through the custom- 
house is performed in New Orleans, except the 
mere collection of the money; and the money is 
received by the surveyor at Louisville on a state- 
ment or certificate from the collector at New Or- 
leans. The surveyor of the customs at Louisville 
then takes the certificate of the collector at New 
Orleans and examines whether the packages and 
certificates correspond, receives the money, and 
issues his permit for the delivery of the goods. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Suppose a thousand bags 
of coffee are imported direct to Louisville, or any 
other interior port, I ask the gentleman what sort 
of handling and what sort of inspection they un- 
dergo at New Orleans, or any other exterior port 
at which they may be introduced into the country ? 
and whether they cannot be warehoused, under 
the law, after they reach the city of Louisville? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Just precisely the same sort 
of handling, inspection, and labor they would un- 
dergo if there were no port at Louisville, or such 
interior point; the only thing from which the col 
lector at the exterior port would be relieved would 
be the handling of the money. The gentleman 
says that the goods may be stored at Louisville; 
but does he maintain that that would devolve labor 
toany amountupon thesurveyor there? Besides, 
this provision does not provide at all for a ware- 
house at Louisville. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I state tothe gentleman 
from Alabama, that nothing is more needed at 
Louisville than a warehouse. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That may be; but I say, and 
the fact is beyond controversy, that this amend- 
ment does not propose to erect a warehouse for 
goods. 
~ Mr. DISNEY. [hope the gentleman will allow 
me to state, that the very buildings now pro- 
posed to be erected by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury at each of these ports, are all to have pro- 
vision made for the storage of goods. It is the 
practice now at each of them, to receive and store 
goods. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman is mistaken; 
the very reverse of what he says is correct. The 
plans and estimates which are before the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means show no such thing. 

Mr. MARSHALL. [state to the House, with 
the gentleman’s permission, that the plan and es- 
timate for the building at the city of Louisville, 
do provide for rooms in that building for the pur- 
pose of storing goods under the public warehousing 
system. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have not seen the plan and 
estimate for the custom-house at Louisville, be- 
cause it was passed ai the last Congress, and there- 
fore the plans were not called for by us. But the 
Committee of Ways and Means have called for 
plans of several that were before them this ses- 
sion, and I have seen others at the Treasury De- 
partment, and not one of those plans contains any 
provision for the storage of goods, and I feel very 
confident that the gentleman is mistaken. As I 
said before, the whole of this labor is performed at 
New Orleans, with the exception of the mere re- 
ceiving of the money and retaining it or paying it 
over, according to orders. 

Now, sir, in Norfolk and Mobile it is very dif- 
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ferent; they are ports of entry as well as delivery, 
and goods are brought to those ports from foreign 
countries direct, are entered, inspected, and all the 
labor is performed there just as itis at New York, 
Boston, or New Orleans. There is therefore some 
reason why the buildings should be larger, and 
necessarily more costly at those ports. You have 
at Mobile a collector, a deputy collector, several 
clerks, weighers, gaugers, measurers, thirteen in- 
spectors, and all the other officers necessary to 
execute the revenue laws of the country. ‘ 

But, sir, [ must hasten on. I will show you 
that the Secretary of the Treasury says he can 
build a house at Louisville that will answer the 
purpose very well, for $59,000. Here is his re- 
commendation, and it is the only one that is before 
Congress, except the letter which the gentleman 
from Kentucky has read, and which he drew out 
of his pocket—I will not say his breeches pocket, 
for I believe letters come from coat pockets now- 
a-days. [A laugh.] I will read what the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury says in regard to the custom- 
houses at Louisville and Pittsburg: 


“The Department has plans for the custom-houses at 
Pittsburg and Louisville, which can probably be completed 
for the above sum of $50,000 each ; but itis a matter of great 
doubt whether it is either economy, or in other respects 
good policy, to erect such buildings as can be constructed 
Within thatlimit. It is to be recollected that, in these build 
ings, itis intended to accommodate not only the business of 
the custom-house, but also the post office, United States 
courts, the land offices, independent treasury, and any 
other of the Federal officers who may be located in thess 
places respectively. 

‘<'These cities are increasing so rapidly, that what might 
be considered sufficient accommodations for the above pur 
poses at this time, will probably be entirely inadequate in 
the course of a comparatively very few years, and will then 
require either to be extended or entirely rebuilt.”’ 


He is arguing now against the $50,000: 

*¢ [t should also be an indispensable requisite in all public 
buildings to be hereafter erected, that they should be per 
fectly fire-proof, both from the interior and exterior ; and it 
is but right and proper that such structures should be not 
only well and substantiatly built, but should, within reason 
able limits, be finishedin ahandsome and ornamental man 
ner, both inside and out. Thatall these requisites cannot 
be obtained in a building of the necessary size, the cost otf 
which is limited to $50,000, is very apparent. That limit 
would oblige the Department to the use uf brick asa material, 
and to adopt plans which, though called fire-proot, are not 
so completely such as should be the case with all public 
structures. ”’ 


Now listen to what follows: 


** Buildings for the above purpose, in every way suitabl: 
and proper, and with accommodations not only sufficient 
for the present, but for the probable future wants of th 
Government for a long period, can be erected and furnished 
for $75,000 ; and it is earnestly recommended that such in 
creased appropriations should be made. Another reason 
for granting this sum is, that it would prevent what might 
be considered as an invidious distinction between these two 
cities and those of Cincinnati and St. Louis, where a larger 
amount has been appropriated.”’ 


It seems that the Secretary of the Treasury does 
not want to make an invidious distinction between 
Cincinnati, St. Louis, Pittsburg, and Louisville, 
which are allio the interior, and some of them, as it 
were, in the same neighborhood, and he gives that 
as a reason for granting $75,000 to Louisville. 
He thinks that as $75,000 was to be expended on 
the building at Cincinnati and St. Louis, it would 


| be an invidious and improper distinction to say 


that the buildings at Pittsburg and Louisville 
should not have €75,000 also. Well, sir, I am 
willing to give them $75,000 each, and this $16,000 
to Louisville will make it up to $75,000. I think 
the Government should make all its buildings 
hereafter erected fully and perfectly fire-proof, 
both from the interior and exterior. He says he 
cannot erect a complete fire-proof building for 
$59,000, but he can for $75,000, and he therefore 
asks the appropriation of that sum. I am willing 
to give no more. 

Mr. MARSHALL here made a remark which 
the Reporters could not hear. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I am treating the subject 
fairly, and when I have discharged my duty I 
shall have nothing further to say upon it. But [ 
want to bring the facts before the House. I should 
not have gone into this so extensively if the gen- 
tleman had read the whole of the Secretary’s re- 
commendation on this point. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I did read it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Not what I now propose to 
read. I will add a little to what the gentleman 
read. The Secretary of the Treasury, says: 


“1f Congress, however, should not think it advisable to 
grant that sum ($75,000) for Pittsburg and Louisville, con 
tracts can be made for the buildings to cost not more than 
$50,000 each, but for less than that amount the Department 
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is convinced that it would be inexpedient and injadici 


to attempt the erection of them On this tooting an ad 
tional appropriation of §16,000 would y be 
Pittsburg, as the balance remaining of the appropriat 
Louisville exceeds 250,000."’ 

That is to say, he can make a contract for 
building of a custom-house at Louisville for $50,000 
or $59,000, which will answer all the purposes ot 
the Government at prese¢ nt, but he thinks we oug! 
to have a building fire-proof, both interior and ex 
terior, and well and handsomely finished, to suit 


the fashionable notions of the people of Louisvi! 


He seems to be struggling hard to convince C 
gress that Louisville is entitled to $75,000, and | 


agree with him 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky, made a 


mark, which was not heard by the Reporte: 

Mr. HOUSTON I have read what the Sé 
retary says, and | am satisfied he right. TI 
is no necessity of giving this amount 
Louisville, and only $75,000 to Cincinna 
Pittsburg. The house can be | t f hout th 
same cost in either of these cities, and every yn 
here will concur with me in that opinio It 3 
quires substantially the same character of | 
ing, and about the same amount of cost, to bu 
a custom-house in either of those ties VW 
should you build i finer house in Lousy f 
any where else? Why should you make tl 
vidious distinction between Li ville and 
cities in the same region of country 

I am now going to speak of the zentieman’s « 


timates. Weall know how 


stimates 
cet in here 


Mr. MARSHALL 


of the architect 


Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to say, that whe 


‘These i tie extima 


was struggling to obtain this 416,000 to Louisvi 
the S scretary of the Treasury told me t! net 
plans and estimates in his hands for buildin f 
proof buildir yr for $75,008 That wi 


me, and that is what is written down here. ‘J 
estimates were made without any licita 


interference on my part. He gave these estimate 
without consultation with me, or Vv one ¢ 
far as | know And it is now for us to deter 
whether we shall send this bill back again to 
Senate, or whether we shall terminate the matt 
now It seems to me, that the hount un 
Is not enough to make it worth while to send 
bill back to the Senate. I will say to ventlen 
that if we disagree to this amendment, and app 
a committee of conf nee, it! yeven @! 
the passage f the bill itself It tands, a 
a chance to be defeated entire \ ‘The au 
tendent Is now ready to start for Orevon. if 
had the money to pay expenses it very 
portant that he should be ther I ca 
vious question 

Mr. FITCH I desire to know what 


the effect of the previous que 


The SPEAKER 


Eacl lment 
sh i aAmenamel W 


acted upon separately, as distinct propositior 
he previous question was then seconded 
the main question was ordered to be put 


Mr. MARSHALL. I ask for a separat: 
upon the Louisville custom-house amendm«e 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylva | 
separate vote upon the amendment relativ 
structive mileage. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. So do I, an 
Veas and nays upon that 

TheSPEAKER. Itis competent forthe H 
to take the question upon receding from its am«é 
ments, Or upon insisting upon them, whiche 
be the pleasure of the House to do If the 
tion is taken upon receding from its a: 
it will save one vote, which wou!d-« 
to be take n upon concurring. 

The first amendment was to 
agree to the following amendn ; ed 


the Senate to the oriwint 


“ For presents and provisions to the Ir ! mndfora' 
of the superintendent, upon off ‘ g mg 
traveling expe nses of the superints ] ind other nece 
sary expenses, $2,500.” 

Mr. HOUSTON. My motionis to recede from 


the disagreement of the House to that amendment 
The question was put, and the 

agreed to, and the House receded. 
The next amendment was the following, wh 

was made by the Senate to the original bil! 


mouon wW 


‘For the purchase of presenta, and to negotinte } 
instructions from the Secretary of the Interior, with the 
Indians in Texas, who have intruded themselves into tt 
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State from the 
removal from that State, 




















territories of the United States, 
$25,000.°? 





























And the amendment of the House of Repre- 
itatives was to strike out the following words: 





Bel 











territories of the United States.’’ 


Tl tion was on receding from the House 
amendment. 
Mr. HOWARD. I hope the House will not 


recede from its amendment. 



























































































































1é ques 


Mr. FITCH. I call the yeas and nays. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I[f the House will 
permit me to say five words, I think I can make 


lear. 


FITCH. 


that matter ¢ 
Mr. 


, have 


unless some one can 


I object, 


side. 
Mr JONES. I have no objection to that. 
5 Several Members objected. 
¥ he yeas and nays were not ordered; only four 


mem! eTs ris ing. 
Mr. HART demanded tellers: which were or- 
dered; and Messrs. Jounson of Arkansas, and 
$ [Llousron were appointed, 
; Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. May I ask the 


whole obje ee. 
JONES. I think it carries out the precise 

object. 

Mr. HOWARD. It is exactly the reverse. 
reported—ayes 87, noes 34. 

So the House agreed to recede from its amend- 
ment. 

The SPEAKER. 


The Senate have made an 
to the original amendment of the Senate, which 
will be reported to the House. 

The amendment of the Senate was to ‘strike 
out $43,700 and insert $16,000.”’ 

The section thus amended would read as fol- 
lows: 

For the completion of the custom house at Louisville, 

Kentucky, the additional sum of $16,000.” 


Mr. MARSHALL. I want the House to in- 
sist upon the amendment of the House to the 
Senate ame ‘ndment. I make that motion. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The motion, [ suppose, will 
be to recede. That is the motion I made when I 


x 


Was up. 


Vhe SPEAKER. It is neither the one nor the 
The question is upon agreeing to the amend- 
ments of the Senate. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I understood the Speaker, 
upon a former oceasion, to say to the House that 
we might take either form of the question. 

The SPEAKER. This is an amendment by 
the Senate to our amendment. 


Mr. MARSHALL. I hope we 


to the amendment of the Senate. 


other. 


shall disagree 
I demand tellers 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I call for the yeas 
and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 


Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. MARsHAL. 
of Kentucky, and Houston were appointed. 
The question was then taken, and the tellers re- 


the tellers disagreed as to the number, and 

Mr. HOUSTON reported that there had been a 
miscount. 

The SPEAKER. The tellers report that they 
cannot count. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. MARSHALL. I was about nine ahead, 
when he closed the game upon me. [Laughter.] 

Mr. HOUSTON. The last half dozen that 
passed through, he counted in one way and I an- 
other. 

The SPEAKER. The tellers will again resume 
their places, and a recount will be had. 

The tellers accordingly resumed their places, and 
a count was had, when 

Mr. HOUSTON reported: Another miscount, 
Mr. Speaker. It is impossible for the gentleman 
{Mr. Marsuatt] and myself to take the count. 
{ Laughter.] 


«“ Who have intruded themselves into that State from the | 


an opportunity to speak upon the opposite 


ported—ayes 42, and, before the noes were taken, | 


for their 


chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs one | 


quesitonr 

The SPEAKER. Only by unanimous consent. 

Mr. JONES. I desire to ask that gentleman if 
the gentlemen from Texas in the House did not 
favor this amendment? 

Mr. JOFLNSON. The Texas men are opposed | 
to it. 

Mr. HOWARD. The amendment defeats the 


The question was then taken, and the tellers | 


amendment to the amendment made by the House 





| Jones, Preston King, Landry, Mace, 


| Robie, 
|} mour, Smart, 


| ment 


| the juveniles. 


Mr. 
nays. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will recollect 
that the yeas and nays were demanded but re- 
fused, 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 
to say there was a quorum voting, for | recollect 
that there were sixty odd in the affirmative, and 
forty-six in the negative, and ten or adozen went 
through afterwards. 

The SPEAKER. 
a quorum. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I know about as much as 
the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Stanron] on 
the subject I say there was no quorum voting. 

Mr. PHELPS. I hope, by general consent, 
there will bea recount. — 

The SPEAKER appointed Messrs. Pue res and 
CuANDLER to act as tellers, (Messrs. MarsuHALu 
and Hovuston having been Seen when the 
question was again taken, and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 71, noes 62. 

So the House concurred in the amendment of 
the Senate. 

The next amendment of 
read, as follows: 


FAULKNER. I call for the yeas and 


I was about 


There is no question about 


the Senate was then 


‘For per diem compensation and mileage of Senators, 
Members of the House of Representatives, and Delegates, 
$50,000.” 


Mr. STANTON, of Ohio, called for the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. 
Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Did the 


Senate propose that as an amendment to the cus- 
tom-house appropriation ? 

The question was then taken on agreeing to the 
Senate amendment, and it was decided in the neg- 
ative—yeas 42, nays 97; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrere, Briggs, George 

surt, Chandler, Conger, Dawson, Vockery, 
Florence, Freeman, Gamble, Goodrich, Gorman, 
W. Harris, Hart, Hendricks, Holladay, Houston, Jackson, 
Robert W. Johnson, J. Glanecy Jones, Kuhns, Lockhart, 
Miller, Henry D. Moore, Nabers, Orr, Phelps, Porter, Price, 
Schermerhorn, Snow, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Rich 
ard H. Stanton, Stuart, 
W elch—42. 
NAYS—Messrs. 


Duncan, 


Brown, 
Fitch, 
Sampson 


re Aiken, Averett, David J. 
Bailey, Bell, Bocock, J. H. Boyd, Bragg, Brenton. Albert G. 
Brown, Buell, cet E. Carrington Cabell, 
Cable, Caldwell, Lewis D. Campbell, Cartter, 
Chapman, Churchwell, Clingman, Cobb, Curtis, 
George T. Davis, John G. Davis, Dimmick, 
man, Ewing, Faulkner, Ficklin, Floyd, Fowler, Thomas 
J. D. Fuller, Gaylord, Giddings, Grey, Grow, 
Hammoud, Harper, Haseall, Henn, Horstord, Join W. 
Howe, Thomas M. Howe, Thomas Y. How, Hunter, In- 
gersoll, Ives, Andrew Johnson, John Johnson, George W. 
Humphrey Marshail, 
Martin, MeLanahan, MeMullin, MeNair, 
Meade, Millson, Miner, Molony, J. Moore, 
ray, Newton, Andrew Parker, Samuel W. 

Penniman, Perkins, Powell, Rantoul, 

Schoolerait, David L. Seymour, 
Benjamin Stanton, 


Caskie, 
Daniel, 
Disney, East 


Murphy, Mur- 
Parker, Peaslee, 
Reed, Robbins, 
Origen 8. 
Abraham P. Stephens, 


ae 
mes 


Thaddeus Stevens, Venable, Walbridge, Wallace, Ward, 
Washburn, Watkins, Wilcox, Wildrick, and Wood- 


ward—97. 
So the amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. HOUSTON. There is one further amend- 
ment, to which I suppose there will be no objec- 


tion, and I move that the House recede from its | 
| amendment. 


The amendment referred to was then read, as 
follows: 


‘* Provided, That hereafter no expense incurred by a 


Territorial Legislature shall be paid out of the Treasury of 


the United States, unless previously sanctioned by Jaw.’? 

The SPEAKER. 
of the Senate, 
agreed. 


Mr. HOU 


to which the House 
The Senate insists upon its amendment, 
STON. I move that the House re- 


| cede from its disagreement. 


The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

So the House receded from its disagreement. 

The amendments were all disposed of. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House to take up a bill 
upon the Speaker’s table, for furnishing arms to 
Every one knows what that means, 
I suppose. It is a bill to authorize the Secretary 
of War to furnish arms for a company of boys. 

A Voice. Lobject, | object. 

Mr. DANIEL. I have made several efforts 
to get the House to dispose of several bills lying || 
upon the Speaker’s table for months. 
very necessary that they should be disposed of, 
and I do hope they will be disposed of now. It 
will consume but very little time. It is a reproach | 
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Tayior, Thurston, Walsh, and |} 


Joseph | 


Hamilton, | 


McQueen, | 


‘Ty 2 e . | 
This was an original amend- || 
dis- | 


it is | 
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| to the House to permit bills, involving so large 
| interests as they do in regard to private individ- 
uals, to remain so long undisposed of. They 
oucht to be disposed of at once. s 
The SPEAKER. The first business in order 
before this body, is the consideration of business 
upon the Speaker’s table. 
Mr. CARTTER. I move that the House ad- 
journ. 
The question was taken, and the motion was 
| agreed to. 
| So the House adjourned until eleven o’clock to- 
| morrow morning. 


PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 

By Mr. BOYD, of New York: The petitions of citizens 
of New York, in favor of extending Uri Emmons’s patent 
for a planing machine, dated 25th of April, 1829. 

ty Mr. [VES: The petition of Captain John Hoover, of 
Leroy, Jefferson county, New York, for an invalid pen- 
| sion. 


HOUSE OF REPRESEN 


Satrurpay, July 17, 


_TATIVE 
1852. 
The ae, met at eleven o’clock,a. m. 

by the Rev. C. M. But ier. 

vThe Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
The SPEAKER. The first business in order 

is a motion to lay upon the table a motion to re- 

consider the vote by which the Florida railroad 

| bill was rejected. 


Prayer 


LAND DISTRICTS IN IOWA. 


Mr. HENN. Lask the unanimous consent of 
the House to take from the Speaker’s table Sen- 
ate bill No. 438, entitled ** An act to create addi- 
| tional land districts in Iowa,’’ with a view of 

having it put upon its passage. I hope my re- 
| quest may be granted. It is the same bill that 
| the House committee reported. 

Mr. COBB. That isa large State, and it should 
have additional land offices. There ought not to 
be any object tion to the bill being taken up. 

Mr. HUNTER. If itis proposed to put the 


| bill upon its passage, I object. 


| RAILROAD IRON FREE OF DUTY. 
Mr. MACE. Task the unanimous consent of 


the House to introduce a bill of which I have 
given ere: notice, with a view of having it 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

There was no objection, and the bill was read 
a first and second time by its title, as follows: 

‘** A bill to admit railroad iron free of duty.”’ 

Mr. ROBBINS. I object to that bill. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s objection 
comes too late. 

Mr. JON ES, of Tenne 
bill upon the table 

Mr. MACE. I demand the yeas and nays upon 
that motion. 

Mr. ORR. I hope my friend from Tennessee 
will withdraw his motion, and let the bill be re- 
| ferred. 

Mr. JONES. I decline to do so. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I question 
whether the motion ‘of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee be in order at this stage of the proceedings. 
The only motion that could be made upon the first 
reading of a bill would be to reject it. 
| The SPEAKER. It has passed its second 
|| reading, and is now open for engrossment, amend- 
ments, commitment, or to be laid upon the table. 

[A message was here received from the Senate, 
through Asspury Dickins, Esq., its Secretary, 
notifying the House of the passage by that body 
of certain bills. } 

The question was then put upon the motion to 
| lay the bill upon the table, and there were—yeas 
51, nays 64; no quorum voting. 

The SPEAKER. There is not a quorum 
voting. As the Chair is satisfied there is one 
present he trusts those who have not will cast their 
| votes. 

Messrs. Jounson of Georgia, Bayty of Vir- 
ginia, Hamitton, Beare, and Freeman asked 
the unanimous consent of the House to be allowed 
to vote, they having been outside of the bar when 
their names were called. 


| 
| 
|| Mr. CLINGMAN. 


ssee. I move to lay the 





I hope the unanimous 
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consent of the House may - accorded, so that we 
may have a quorum. 

Mr. FOWLER. I object. 

The SPEAKER. There are 51 in the affirma- 
tive and 64 in the negative—no quorum. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. ‘There is un- 
doubtedly a quorum in the House, several mem- 
bers having come in since the vote has been taken; 

11 will inquire of the Chair whether it be not 
in ool, by unanimous consent, to move that the 
bill be referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means? 

The SPEAKER. 


That motion is not now in 


ord r. 

Mr. STUART. I move that there be a call of 
ne House. 

— Ry ogee como I move, by unanimous 
consent, that the vote be retaken on the motion to 


lay on ae table the bill introduced by the gentle- 
man from Indiana. 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentle- 
man from Michigan would seem to be an objection 
to all propositions except that for the regular 
order of proceeding. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to inquire 
whether a quorum voted on the motion to lay the 
bill upon the table? 

The SPEAKER. A quorum did not vote. 


Mr. JONES. Then | submit this question: 


= ut t there being no quorum upon that vote, it is 
clear, beyond all sort of question, there was no 
uorum present w hen this bill was introduced and 


read the first and second time. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. That does not follow. 

Mr. JONES. I ask if the admission of the bill 
can be taken as the action of the House? 

The SPEAKER. To the question raised by 
the gentleman from Tennessee the Chair has to 
reply, that, although the House did not divide, 
is to be presumed there was a quorum present, 
The Chair overrules the point of order, for the 
reason that we area quorum for all legislative pur- 
poses until the contrary has been shown. The 
question is now upon a motion fora call of the 
House. 


Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I rise to a question 


of order. My point of order is this: That when 
the House is found without a quorum upon any 
vote, members coming in havea right to vote, not- 
withstanding the rule that is usually appealed to; 
and such must be the case if you are ever to have 
a quorum. If members who are brought in by a 
call of the House are not permitted to vote you 
never will have a quorum. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
question of order raised by the gentleman from 
Virginia. One of the plainest rules of this body 
is, that no gentleman can vote without unanimous 
consent, who was outside of the bar when his 
name was called. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I rise to an- 
other question of order. If the question whether 
there be a quorum or not, or whether there has 
beena quorum or not, is involv ed, I maintain the 
point that it is apparent to the Speaker, from facts 
which he is obliged to notice, there is a quorum; 
for the vote shows there was within one of 


quorum, and before that vote was announced vari- 


ous gentlemen asked to be permitted to vote. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman will ailow 
the Chair. Whatever might be the power of the 
Chair upon the point presented, the ee, is 
not now before the body, it being superseded by 
a motion which is clearly i in order, that there be 
a call of the House. That is the only business 
now in order, except a motion for an adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Icall for tellers upon the 
motion for a call of the House. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Mace and 
CLINGMAN were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the House 
refused to order a call—the tellers having reported 
—ayes 38, noes 89. 

The SPEAKER. There being a quorum pres- 
ent the Clerk will again call the roll. The ques- 
tion is upon the motion of the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Jones] to lay the bill introduced 
by the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Mace,] en- 
titled ** A bill to admit railroad iron free of duty, 
upon the table. The bill was introduced by unan- 
imous consent this morning, underwent its first 
and second reading, and a motion was made to 
refer it to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
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when a motion was submitted that the bill be laid 
upon the table, upon which motion the question 
is now to be taken. 

The question was again put, and the motion t 
lay upon the table was disagreed to—yeas 74 

| nays 79. : 

So the motion to la 
disarreed lo, 

The SPEAKER. 
upon the motion to refer the bill to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

Mr. MACE. Inasmuch as several members of 
the Committee of Ways and Means do not like 


r the bill upon the table was 





The question now recurs 


the reference to that committee, | withdraw that 
motion, and move that the bill be referred to th 

Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and ordered to be printed; and upon which motion 
I call for the previous ¢ uestion. 

Mr. KING, of New Vork. I ask that the gen- 
tleman will withdraw his call for the previous 
question until [ shall offer an amendment. 

Mr. MACE. The bill is perfect in itself. 

Mr. KING. As the gentleman ol jects, I trust 
the cail for the previous question will not be sec- 
onded. Il ask that my amendment be read for in- 
formation. ; 

Mr. ORR. 

Mr. DEAN. 
table. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I demand the yeas and 

| nays upon that motion, 

The SPEAKER. That proposition has just 
been voted upon,and the Chair thinks the m 
cannot be repeated at this time. 

Mr. DEAN. Action has been had since. The 
rentleman has withdrawn his motion to refer the 
bill to the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
he now proposes to refer it to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. As there may bea reason, 
from the change of the propost ion, to induce the 
House to lay the bill upon the table now, that did 
notoperate before, the Chair entertainsthe motion. 

Mr. HOUSTON. lL hope the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Dean} will withdraw that motion, 
and thegentieman from Indiana [Mr. Mace} willlet 
this bill goto the Committee of Waysand Means. 
I think it is better for those who are opposed to 
the bill to let it go to that committee, so that we 
can go on with other work. It is useless tospend 
time caviling about this matter. If there is ama 
jority in favor of the passage of this bill, in God’s 
name let them carry it. If it be referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, | can only say, 
that so far as | am concerned, it shall be promptly 
acted upon, and reported back to the House. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. By unanimous consent I 
wish to ask a question of the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

[Cries of ** I object 1”? «7 object !’ 

The SPEAKER. It is objected to, and debate 
is out of order. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. If hedesires to reconside 
it, why did he vote to reject the bill in the first in- 
| stance? 

[Cries of ** Order!”’ ** Order !’’) 

Mr. ROBBINS. Is it competent for the gen- 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. Mace] to withdraw his 
motion, if any gentleman objects to it? 

The SPEAKER. Itise ompetent for the gen- 
tleman from Indiana to withdraw his motion. The 
motion made by him is, to refer the bill to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and that the bill be printed. The gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Dean] moves, again, 
to lay the bill upon the table. 

Mr. VENABLE. If this motion prevails, it 
takes the bill with it upon the table. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is to lay the 
bill upon the table. / 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
they will not—— 

[Cries of ** Order!’’ ‘* Order!’’] 

The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 
Houston] should be he ard ? 

[Cc ries of ** 1 object !’’ **] object 

Mr. HOUSTON. I am aware that discussion 
is out of order, but I wished to ask the House to 
refer the bill. 

The question being upon the motion to lay the 
bill upon the table, 

Mr. DEAN demanded the yeas and nays; which 
| were ordered. 


[I ob ject. 
I move to lay the bill upon the 


7 


19) 
J 


Let me ask the House if 
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Mr. MOORE, of Louisiana I would most 
respectfully ask the Chair, if this motion to 
upon the table is in order We have had t} 
motion already, and the House have refused to lay 
the | lu on the ta ‘ 

The SPEAS ER The Chair decides t it, 

emuch & act 1 has taken ry! 2) by 
\ drawa the 1 ion to commit the bill to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, and a subs 
tution ¢ ul mo to refer it to the Commit 
oft » WI é { ind pr 

sin order 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Hlin I e toa ques 
tion of order. When t} entlem from Indi , 

Mr. Mace) asked i e 
was permitted to do Oo with the ‘ tandu 
that he would refer it to the Cor ee of Way 

d Means. \ fhe ne w pe i do 
without objection, he makes the 1 to refer 
to another comm) e. 

The SPEAKER rh entiemat om Ind : 

Mr. Mace] indicated his purpose to1 t ‘ 

e tlouse gave its unanimous « t o the 
troduction of the bill, but after tl Hi Ww 
duced it is competent for the House to di of 
Itas it may see fit under Ut! ruies That s 
opinion of the Chair. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Ds 
motion, d there were yeas Ss iys 69; 
iows 

YEAS—Messrs \ ‘ 

‘ k. Barrer BK i il i 

I ts ge Hl. I wh, f i i ( 

{ ) . Lew I. ¢ mit { nadter tc] { 
Dawson, Dean, Dimmick, Di a 5 | 
Floyd, Fowler, Gamble, Gaylord, Gid ge IH 
Harper, Isham G. Harri Las Have H t 
ford, Houston, John W. Howe, Tl ! vl lowe, TI 

Y. How, ives, Jackson, Jenkins. An w Jol I j 
T. Jones, George W Jone J. Glan lone Geo 
King, Preston King, Kulns, Kurt ! irvy. Let ‘ vi 
Martin, Mason, MeLanahan, MeN ‘I VI 
John Moore, Murphy, Murray, New \ v ft 
Peastee, Penn, Pennima i Price Reed, I 
Robbins, Robie, Ri l. ‘ ! Savage > eru 
Scudder, David L. Seymour, R rd H. Stant rt 
Stevens, Taylor, Thurston, Tuck, Wa lige. Wa uur 
and Wildrick—&* 

NAYS Messrs. Aiken, Wi Alien. David J. BR 
Thomas H. Bayly, Bissell, Boce Bowie, Brace, B 
ton. Albert G. Brown, Joseph Cable, Caldwell, 1 on 
Campbell, Chastain, Churchwell, Clit in, ¢ b, ¢ 
Daniel, J. G. Davis, Doty, Fastman, | ne Ew 
Ficklin, Fitch, Freeman, Gentry, Gorman, G n. G 
Hendricks, Henn, James Jol R rw 
Lockhart, Mace, I wwhrey Marshall, MeMull \ 
Queen, Miller, Molonv, Moreh l, Nabers, Orr, San | 
W. Parker, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Robin : 

Smart, Smith, Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, Frederick P 
Stanton, Abr’m P. Stephens, Stone, St. Martin, Strot 
Stuart, Townshend, Venable, Wallace, Ward, Watkin 
Alexander White, Williams, and V ate ’ 

So the House arcree | to lay the b Hoy non t 
table. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Has the n nine hour ex 
pired ? 

Lg EAKER. It ha 

HOt STON. ‘Then I move that the rule 
be penicigens 4 and that the House resolve itself 


into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
— 

Mr. ELL. I move to reconsider the v 
by whi “ et nll was laid upon the table, and to 
lay that motion u Ipor the ta 

Mr. BISSELL. 
the yeas and nays. 

TheSPEAKER. If there is controversy a ut 

, the question of reconsidering the vote goes ove 
for the present. 

Mr. DANIEL. If it is in order, I move 
pro¢ eed to the consideration of private bills u 
the Speaker’s table 

The SPEAKE R. That motion is in orde1 

Mr. C ABELL, « of Florida. I ask if the 
ing hour has yet commenced ? 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour has ex 
pired by some twenty minutes. 

Mr. OLDS. | would lik to know when it 
commenced. The morning hour is devoted to re 
yorts from committees. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair w ‘tate how 


l pon that question I ca ior 


the morning hour comms d,if gentlemen will 
allow him to do so. The mornu ge hour con 
menced by the presentation of business within the 


morning hour to the cons deration of the House 


The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Mace 
and asked the unanimous consent of the House to 
allow him toreporta bill. The Chair decides that 
as the morning hour was not reserved, it had ex 


pired. 
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Mr. OLDS. I ask if the Chair has not an- 
nounced the same order of business morning after 
morning ? 

The SPEAKER. That is very true, but in 
every case where the morning hour has not been 
interfered with, it has been reserved by express 
motion before proceeding to the business of the 
morning hour. That is the shape in which unan- 
imous consent has been heretofore asked. It was 
totally neglected this morning, and in the opinion 
of the Chair the morning hour has expired. 

Mr. OLDS. I do not wish to appeal from the 
decision of the Chair, but I am sure the under- 
standing was, that when leave was granted to in- 
troduce the bill, that it should not interfere with 
the morning hour. If 1 had not been of that opin- 
ion, | certainly should not have given leave. 

Mr. CABELL. I ask if that was not the na- 
ture of the motion of the gentleman from Indiana, 
{Mr .Mace?) 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has already 
stated that the regular business of the morning 
hour was reported at the Clerk’s desk. The gen- 
tleman from Indiana, [Mr. Mace,] at that stage 
of the proceedings obtained the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to introduce his bill. Inasmuch 
as the morning hour has expired, a motion is now 
made that the House proceed to the consideration 
of busipess upon the Speaker’s table. The pri- 
vate business upon the Speaker’s table will be re- 
ported by the Clerk. 

Mr. GORMAN. I[ do not know in what state 
the report made by the Committee on Printing 
is, if we go on with this motion. I ask if it is in 
order to move to postpone the report until Mon- 
day next. 

The SPEAKER. It being private bill day, the 
private business on the Speaker’s table is first in 
order, to the exclusion of the report of the gentle- 
man from Indiana, [Mr. Gorman.] By unan- 
imous consent alone the gentleman can get in a 
motion with reference to that matter. 

Mr. GORMAN. I then ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to allow me to make such 
motion. 

The SPEAKER. If no motion is made at all 
with reference to the report of the Committee on 
Printing, it will come up in order on some future 
day, when not iniablined with by some more priv- 
ileged moton.,. 

Mr. GORMAN. So that it does not go upon 
the Speaker’s table, I am satisfied. 

Mr. HOUSTON, 
understood the decision of the Chair, and have 
insisted that the Chair did not decide that the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 


Danie] takes precedence over my motion to go | 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the Union. 

TheSPEAKER. The motion ofthe gentleman 
from North Carolina does take precedence. In- 
deed, there is no necessity for any motion such as 
that made by the gentleman from North Carolina, 
{Mr. Dantet.] The first business in order is Sen- 
ate bill No. 185—An act for the relief of the Raleigh 
and Gaston Railroad Company. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Is it now in 
order to move to suspend the rules to go into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
upon a general appropriation bill? 

The SPEAKER. It is in order. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I then submit that motion. 

Mr. DANIEL. Upon that motion I demand 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr, STANTON, of Tennessee. Are there not 
some private bills upon the Speaker’s table which 
seueel vrithout objection through the Committee 
of the Whole upon objection day? 1 think that 
we ought to pass those bills. They have been for 
months upon the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. SACKETT. Does the motion to go into 
a Committee of the Whole upon the Private Cal- 
endar take precedence of the motion to go into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union? 

The SPEAKER. It does take precedence. 

Mr.SACKETT. I then make that motion. 

Mr. LETCHER. 1s it in order for the gentle- 
man to submit that motion while the House is di- 
viding upon the other motion ? 

The SPEAKER. The House was not precisely 
in the act of dividing. Suppose tellers had been 
ordered: the gentleman from New York [Mr. Sack- 


Some gentlemen have mis- 
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ett} would then have had it in his power, before 
the question itself was put—tellers having been 
ordered—to make the motion he now submits. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Sack- 
ETT’s motion, and, upon a division, there were— 
ayes 40, noes not counted. 

So the House refused to go into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the Private Calendar. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Joun- 
soN’s motion, and it was decided in the affirma- 
live. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Disney in the chair.) 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The CHAIRMAN. The business first in or- 
der is the consideration of House bill No. 43, 
making appropriations for the expenses of the In- 
dian Department for the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1853. The time agreed upon for discussion 
by the House having expired, the bill is now open 
for amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have a right, under the 
rules, to address the Committee of the Whole on 
the State of the Union for one hour. 
many things I would like to say, connected with 


this subject; especially upon the amendments pro- | 
posed to the bill, of which notice has been given. 


But, as lam exceedingly desirous of expediting 
the public business, | will endeavor, in one instance 
at least, to set a good example, and I will, there- 
fore, decline toaddress the committee this morning, 
for the purpose, if possible, of getting through 
with this bill. 

The bill was then read by clauses. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved to amend | 


the item which reads ‘for repairs of buildings at 


agencies, $2,000,’ by increasing the amount to 


$15,000. 

Mr. J. said: Mr. Chairman, I submit to the 
House, and to the gentlemen of the Ways and 
Means Committee, that the original recommenda- 
tion of the Department was $15,000, and that that 
sum is extremely moderate for the purposes for 
which itisasked. The policy of this Government, 
and the laws now in existence in regard to Indian 
tribes, require that the agents of the Government 
shall live at or among the tribes. It is found that 
they cannot so effectually perform their duties if 


they are not convenient to the tribes; nor can they | 


exercise such a supervision as is for the best in- 
terests of the Government, for the peace of the 
frontiers, and of the Indian settlements themselves, 


when they are not among the Indians, as when | 


they are among them. It is utter folly to expect 
an agent to go and live among the distant Indian 
tribes, where there is no dwelling for him to in- 
habit, and, at best, nothing but an Indian hut 


where his papers, office, and records must be kept. | 


Consequently, where there is no place of residence 
within a tribe that lies distant from the frontier, 
we find that the agent, under the law which re- 
quires them to live ‘‘at or near’’ the tribe over 
which he is appointed, is often located at consider- 
able distances, and most inconveniently. The in- 
terest of the Government, and the prosperity of 
the tribe, are the victims of this error. 

It will readily be seen, then, when we consider 
the great number of these Indian tribes, that we 
must have some means—and Congress has hereto- 
fore always provided these means—to support the 
agents, and enable them to live at least in log-cabin 
comfort. We cannot expect them to go and camp 
in the woods throughout the whole period of their 
service as Indian agents, nor can we, considering 
the amount of pay which we give them, expect 


them to build houses for themselves, which must | 


afterwards revert to the Government as Govern- 
ment agencies. A sum of $15,000 is all that is 
asked for the repairs of agencies, although we 
have a great number of old agencies, and have 
taken under our control the supervision of many 
new tribes, where there are no agencies or houses 
at all; $15,000 is all that is asked for the repair of 
all the old agencies that already exist. 1 have no 
question in my own mind that $30,000 could be 
well appropriated among the various tribes for the 

urpose of establishing residences for these agents. 

Ve cannot expect Indian agents, men of intelli- 
gence and character, such as will be competent to 
exercise the requisite beneficial influence over these 


shirt and leggings, camp in the woods, and sleep 


There are | 


| agencies are to be located. 
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beneath the trees upon the bare ground; nor can 
we expect them, under the limited and economical! 
system which we have adopted in paying them so 
small an amount—in most instances no more than 
$750—and losing the benefits of civilized society, 
living seer Bae of savages, that out of this sum 
they should build houses for themselves, and when 
turned out of office by the succeeding Administra- 
tion, have to abandon them, and receive nothing 
of this Government for them. This is not the way 
business is done, and I trust and believe that the 
Committee of Ways and Means were not fully in- 
formed of the necessities in regard to these mat- 
ters. I do not believe they would have stricken 
out so moderate an appropriation as $13,000 out 
of $15,000. 

I shall make no more remarks upon this subject, 
believing that what I have already said will show 
the necessity to the House, that the Government 
of the United States should provide some means 
by which the agents of the Government shall live 
among the tribes where their duties are to be dis- 
charged, and where they have to exercise that in- 
fluence over the Indians which will preserve peace 
and good order upon our frontiers. 

Mr. PHELPS. Mr. Chairman, the Commit- 


| tee of Ways and Means fully appreciate the ne- 


cessities existing for erecting buildings at the vari- 
ous Indian agencies in this country. They were 
not, however, prepared at this time to authorize 
the expenditure of money for the erection of addi- 
tional baildings for Indian agents. At the present 
time it is not determined at what point the Indian 
For years past money 
has been expended for the erection of buildings 
for the use of the agents in various tribes situate 
directly upon our frontiers; and there are at this 
time buildings at which the agents are now resid- 
ing, and where they have been residing for several 
years past. At the last session of Congress, it 
will be remembered by those members who were 
in that Congress, the number of Indian agents 
was reduced by an amendment proposed by the 
gentleman from Arkansas, [Mr. Jounson,] the 
chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
The number of [ndian agents was then reduced. 
At this time there are upon the frontiers houses in 
which the Indian agents reside, and when you 
come to the Territory of New Mexico and Utah, 
I am bound to concede that there are no buildings 
there for the agents to occupy, and it is a matter 
of uncertainty where these agents are to be sta- 
tioned. 

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs and the 
Secretary of the Interior have not yet determined 
what tribes are to be placed under the supervision 
of the Indian agent now stationed in New Mexico. 
Certain I am that one of these agents has been 
here during the last winter, thus showing that 
there is hardly any necessity for the number of 
Indian agents that has been given to the Territory 
of New Mexico. The Committee of Ways and 
Means were desirous of affording to the Indian 
department all the money which was needed for 
the purpose of repairing the buildings at the resi- 
dences already erected within the Indian country, 
and hitherto the appropriation for that purp: se 
has been limited to a sum of $2,000 per annum. 
The Commissioner of Indian Affairs himself tells 
you that the estimate he now submits exceeds the 
estimate of past yeers $13,000, and the Committee 
of Ways and Means made the amount proposed 
to be appropriated by this bill correspond with 
the amount that has hitherto been appropriated 
for that purpose. 

I believe the custom hitherto has been, whenever 
it was thought advisable to erect a building for en 
Indian agent in any particular tribe, that the Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs, or the Secretary of 


the Interior, has submitted a special estimate for 


the erection of buildings to be occupied by such 
agent stationed at such point. When we have 
estimates of that kind sent to us, that we may 
know ourselves where the buildings are to be erect- 
ed, that we may have all the information upon the 
subject, by which we may judge of the necessity 
of continuing agents, then will Congress be able 
to judge of the necessity of making such appro- 
priations. But I am unwilling to place this sum 


_of money at the disposal of the Commissioner of 


Indian Affairs, or the Secretary of the Interior, to 


| be oe oe perhaps injudiciously, for Congress 
tribes, to go out themselves, mount a hunting || 


may determine to extinguish the title to the lands 


| which the Indians now occupy, and then your 
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